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COUNTY 


REPORT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  1930. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Population  of  the  County  of  Banff  as  ascertained 
by  the  census  of  June  1921  was  57,293,  of  which  26,700  per- 
tained to  the  Landward  Area  and  30,503  to  the  Burghs.  The 
Population  for  the  year  1930  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  was  54,831,  of  which  25,248  pertained  to  the  Land- 
ward Area  and  29,583  to  the  Burghs.  The  estimated  popula- 
tions of  the  Landward  Areas  and  the  various  Burghs  are 
shewn  in  Table  1. 

The  Births  registered  in  1930  in  the  County  numbered 
1145,  giving  an  annual  Birth  Rate  of  20.8  per  1000  of 
population. 

The  actual  number  of  Births  registered  has  been  steadily 
falling  during  the  past  ten  years.  In  1921  there  were  regis- 
tered 1461  births  and  in  the  following  years  the  numbers 
were  1424,  1391,  129S,  1268,  1309,  1205,  1208  and  1164,  so 
that  it  will  be  seen  the  actual  births  registered  in  1930  were 
316  less  than  in  1921. 

The  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  in  1930  was  170  or 
14.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  registered.  During  the  past 
ten  years  the  actual  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered 
has  remained  fairly  constant,  year  by  year,  but,  with  the  de- 
creasing number  of  total  births,  the  percentage  of  illegitimate 
births  to  the  total  births  is  steadily  increasing. 

The  total  births,  the  birth  rate  and  the  percentage  of 
illegitimate  births  in  respect  of  each  Landward  Area  and 
each  Burgh  is  shewn  in  Table  1 . 

The  Deaths  registered  in  1930  amounted  to  746,  giving 
an  annual  Death  Rate  of  13.6  per  1000  of  population  for  the 
whole  County.  With  the  exception  of  the  years  1925  and 
1926,  when  the  rates  were  respectively  13. 1 and  13.5,  this 
rate  was  the  lowest  recorded  during  the  past  ten  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  and  the  death  rate  in 
each  of  the  landward  areas  and  each  burgh  are  shewn  in 
Table  1. 

The  causes  of  death  registered  in  1930  are  shewn  in 
Appendix  I. 
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The  Infantile  Mortality  Kate  for  the  County  was  76,  or 
in  other  words  76  infants  died  out  of  every  thousand  born 
before  completing  their  first  year.  During  the  past  ten  years 
the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  County  as  a whole  has 
been  104,  84,  101,  73,  83,  67,  104,  64  and  74. 

The  rate  for  1930  in  each  of  the  two  Landward  Areas 
and  each  of  the  Burghs  is  shewn  in  Table  I,  and  the  subject 
is  further  dealt  with  in  the  Section  devoted  to  Maternitv  and 
Child  Welfare. 
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The  Headings  of  the  various  sections  of  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  Report  are  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Department  of  Health  to  Medical  Officers  in  the  pre- 
paration ot  their  Reports. 

A statement  of  the  general  inquiries  he  has  made  during  the  year,  of  anv 
special  enquiries  as  to  sanitary  matters,  and  of  any  matter's  is  to 
which  he  has  given  advice  or  granted  certificates!  including  anv 
action  as  to  offensive  trades. 

Housing— Houses  unfit  for  habitation— Inspection  of 
dairies  supplying  milk  to  Buckie — The  provision  of  hospital 

accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  in  the  County The 

active  immunisation  against  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria— 
1 he  incidence  of  all  infectious  diseases,  &c.,  &c. 
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A statement  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  supplies  and  the  sufficiency  of 
such  supplies  for  all  domestic  and  sanitary  purposes. 

There  are  eight  Special  Water  Supply  Districts  in  the 
County,  viz.,  Crovie,  Gardenstown,  Whitehills,  Fordyce, 
Portgordon,  Tomintoul,  Newmill  and  Cranuocli.  There  is  a 
sufficiency  of  water  in  all  of  those  districts  with  the  excep- 
tion of  \\  hitehills,  in  which,  on  account  of  the  introduction 
of  modern  sanitary  conveniences,  the  water  supply  has 
proved  insufficient.  The  District  Council  has  meantime 
under  consideration  the  augmentation  of  the  supply  from 
sources  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  existing  supply.  In  re- 
gard to  quality,  the  supplies  to  Whitehills,  Crovie,  Gardens- 
town, Fordyce,  Tomintoul  and  Crannoch  are  obtained  from 
springs  situated  in  uncultivated  land,  but  in  the  case  of  Port- 
gordon and  Newmill  the  supplies  are  obtained  from  springs 
in  land  under  cultivation.  The  question  of  putting  this  land 
under  pasture  is  having  the  attention  of  the  District  Councils. 


A statement  as  to  the  efficiency,  or  otherwise,  of  the  drainage  system 
and  of  the  methods  of  sewage  purification  and  disposal;  and  any 
suggestions  for  their  improvement 

There  are  five  Special  Drainage  Districts,  viz.,  Gardens- 
town, Portgordon,  Whitehills,  Tomintoul  and  Fordyce. 
With  the  exception  of  Fordyce,  these  districts 
have  proper  drainage  systems  and  satisfactory 
methods  of  sewage  disposal.  The  village  of  Fordyce  was 
formed  into  a special  drainage  district  many  years  ago  but 
did  not  have  a proper  drainage  system  introduced.  As 
modern  sanitary  conveniences  are  being  erected,  the  intro- 
duction of  a proper  drainage  system  should  be  considered. 

_ The  villages  of  Newmill  and  Cornhill  have  no  proper 
drainage  system  and  the  formation  of  these  into  Special  Dis- 
tricts should  receive  attention. 

An  account  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams 
within  the  area,  the  sources  and  nature  of  any  such  pollution,  and 
any  action  taken  to  check  it. 

The  pollution  of  the  Isla  from  distillery  effluents  and  the 
sewage  of  the  burgh  of  Keith  continues  as  reported  in  previ- 
ous reports. 

No  action  was  taken  in  the  matter  during  the  year. 


.An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1925 
and  1930,  dealing  specifically  with  (i.)  the  sufficiency  of  working  class 
dwellings,  (ii.)  the  habitability  of  existing  dwellings  and  the  action 
taken  to  deal  with  defective  or  uninhabitable  dwellings,  (iii.)  any 
proposals  under  consideration  or  contemplated  lor  dealing  with  clear- 
ance or  improvement  areas  under  Part  I.  of  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1930,  and  (iv.)  the  action  taken  where  instances  of  overcrowding 
have  been  ascertained  or  suspected. 


During  the  year  the  question  of  housing  in  the  landward 
area  has  received  much  attention.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
has  made  practically  a complete  survey  of  the  housing  con- 
ditions in  the  rural  area  and  the  villages,  hie  has  records  of 
the  houses  unfit  for  habitation,  the  houses  that  could  be  made 
fit  for  habitation  at  reasonable  cost,  the  houses  that  are-  over- 
crowded or  rather  the  houses  intended  for  one  family  but  are 
occupied  by  more  than  one  family.  The  Housing  Com- 
mittee has  considered  these  reports  and  are  undecided  as  to 
the  best  methods'  of  dealing  with  the  question.  The  unin- 
habitable houses  cannot  be  closed  till  other  accommodation 
is  found  for  the  tenants.  These  houses  are  in  many  cases 
situated  in  remote  parts  of  a rural  district — probably  with  a 
few  acres  of  land  attached — and  are  occupied  by  persons  pay- 
ing a rent  of  one  or  two  pounds  or  less.  It  would  be  folly 
to  put  down  new  houses  on  some  of  these  sites,  but  it  might 
appear  a good  policy  to  erect  one  or  more  single  houses  or  a 
block  of  houses  in  each  parish  on  some  suitable  and  access- 
ible sites. 

The  tenants  removed  from  the  uninhabitable  houses 
could  not  afford  to  occupy  the  new  houses  but  persons  in  the 
district  in  a better  economical  position  might  be  able  to  do 
so  and  thus  release  houses  for  those  removed  from  the  unin- 
habitable houses.  The  policy  seems  quite  a good  one  on 
paper  but  in  the  average  rural  area  are  there  many  persons 
who  can  afford  a rent  of  say  £12  to  £16  to  occupy  the  new 
houses?  It  is  to-  be  feared  there  are  not.  As  a matter  of 
experience  the  majority  of  the  new  houses  in  towns  with 
fairly  large  housing  schemes  are  occupied  not  by  persons  of 
the  working  classes  but  by  persons  who  would  be  regarded 
as  above  the  working  classes  and  the  housing  schemes  have 
done  little  towards  the  abolition  of  uninhabitable  houses.  A 
rural  area  has  few  such  persons  to  fall  back  upon  to  occupy 
their  houses  if  there  be  difficulty  jp  letting.  The  solution  of 
the  housing  question  in  rural  areas  is  meantime  very  diffi- 
cult and  of  all  the  housing  legislation  that  has  been  passed  111 
recent  years  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Scotland  Act  is 
the  best  adapted  to  meet  the  special  circumstances  of  a rural 
area.  Unfortunately  the  occupiers  of  many  houses  that 
could  be  made  habitable  for  a number  of  years  cannot  take- 
advantage  of  it  as  they  cannot  find  the  money  to  pay  their 
share  of  the  cost  of  reconstruction. 

While  the  Housing  Committee  may  hesitate  to  erect  new 
houses  in  the  rural  area,  they  may  be  able  to  induce  private 
builders  to  erect  houses  by  increasing  the  private  builders' 
subsidy  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act. 
Meantime  the  Housing  Committee  simple  transfers  to  the 
private  builder  the  subsidy  of  £50  received  from  the  Govern- 
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ment.  If  the  Housing  Committee  increased  the  subsidy  say 
to  £100  by  contributing  /J50  from  the  rates,  it  might  induce 
more  private  building.  When  it  is  considered  that  a £,50 
subsidy  from  the  rates  is  given  under  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Act,  to  reconstruct  a house,  it  does  appear  a rea- 
sonable proposition  to  give  £50  towards  the  erection  of  a 
new  house. 

In  course  of  his  investigation,  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
found  that  in  the  villages  there  are  houses  occupied  by  more 
than  one  family,  simply  on  account  of  the  fact  that  houses 
are  not  available.  It  is  suggested  the  Housing  Committee 
proceed  to  erect  in  Gardenstown,  Whitehills  and  Portgordon 
a block  of  four  houses  in  each.  For  further  information  sef 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

A rtatement  as  to  the  causes,  origin,  and  distribution  of  diseases  within 
the  area,  and  the  extent  to  which  these  have  depended  on  or  have 
been  influenced  by  conditions  capable  of  removal  or  mitigation. 

Apart  from  the  infectious  diseases  there  are  no  means 
whereby  such  information  is  available  to  a Public  Health 
Department  in  a county  area.  It  is  understood  medical 
practitioners  keep  records  of  sickness  among  insured  persons 
and  such  records  might  be  useful  for  public  health  purposes. 
Records  of  deaths  are  obtained  quarterly  and  a statement  of 
the  causes  of  death  for  the  year  are  shewn  in  Appendix  I. 


An  account,  with  statistics,  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  both 
notifiable  and  non-notifiable,  and  of  any  special  action  taken  to  deal 
with  influenza,  pneumonia,  measles,  whooping-cough,  encephalitis 
lethargica.  infective  jaundice,  psittacosis,  and  other  infectious 
disease.  Reference  should  be  made  to  arrangements  for  the  supply 
of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  to  any  use  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick 
tests  of  susceptibility  to  diphtheria  and  scarlet  lever  and  of  any 
methods  of  artificial  immunisation  against  these  diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  notified  throughout  the 
County  174  cases  of  this  disease,  of  which  140  cases  were 
treated  in  hospital.  In  the  Landward  Area,  the  Parishes 
mainly  affected  were  Boyndie,  Marnoch,  Rothiemay,  Keith 
and  Grange.  There  was  an  interesting  outbreak  at  a farm  in 
< '.range.  The  first  case  was  unrecognised  as  scarlet  fever. 
Xo  precautions  being  taken,  the  milk  supply  got  infected  and 
of  17  persons  who  consumed  the  milk  7 developed  scarlet 
fever.  Findochty  suffered  an  extensive  outbreak  of  scarlet 
fever  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  The  spread  was  due  to 
the  mildness  of  the  disease.  It  was  a common  occurrence, 
on  the  notification  of  one  case  in  a family,  to  find  others 
desquamating,  and  one  child  was  actually  found  in  school 
with  a scarlet  fever  rash.  The  children  in  school  were  fre- 
quently examined  to  discover  missed  eases.  Keith  burgh 
had  been  comparatively  free  of  scarlet  fever  for  some  years, 
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but  during  1930  and  the  early  months  of  the  current  year 
there  was  a considerable  outbreak  that  for  some  time  was 
confined  to  the  pupils  of  the  Fife-Keith  Infant  .School. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  notified  93  cases  of  diphtheria, 
of  which  84  were  treated  in  hospital.  In  the  Landward  Area 
most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buckie 
and  Cullen  when  diphtheria  was  prevalent  in  these  Burghs. 
In  several  instances  the  disease  was  imported,  as  for  ex- 
ample at  Auchindoun,  Mortlach,  the  disease  was  brought 
from  Glasgow,  at  Mulben  from  Dundee,  at  Banff  Landward 
from  Elgin,  and  in  Cullen  one  patient  brought  the  disease 
from  Aberdeen.  The  Burgh  of  Buckie  suffered  an  extensive 
epidemic  of  diphtheria  which  commenced  in  the  preceding 
}Tear.  The  epidemic  appears  to  have  had  no  common  source, 
but  to  have  spread  from  case  to  case,  mainly  in  school.  In 
the  month  of  June,  two  cases  were  notified  in  one  class  in  the 
Lad\r  Cathcart  School.  Brushings  were  taken  from  18 
pupils  in  the  class  and  in  10  of  these  diphtheria  bacilli  were 
found.  If  the  disease  shewed  the  same  infectivitv  in  the 
earlier  stages,  it  is  not  surprising  there  was  so  extensive  an 
epidemic. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. — Notifications,  19.  Deaths,  o. 

Two  cases  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Notifications,  3.  Deaths,  1. 

Two  patients  were  treated  in  the  Chalmers  Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Notifications,  3. 
f ^ Two  patients  were  treated  in  the  Chalmers  Hospital. 
There  was  no  impairment  of  vision  in  any  of  the  cases. 

Chickenpox. — Notifications,  137.  These  were  all  treated 
at  home.  No  deaths. 

Enteric  Fever. — Notifications,  4.  Deaths,  1. 

ffuo  cases  occurred  in  Macduff,  one  of  which  died.  The 
other  two  cases  occurred  in  Abcrlour  and  Dufftown,  and  were 
of  the  paratyphoid  B.  variety.  Three  of  the  patients  wcie 
treated  in  hospital. 

Dysentery.— Notifications,  20.  Deaths,  1. 

1 his  disease  has  in  recent  years  been  fairly  common  in 
the  County  and  particularly  in  Keith  and  District.  A fatal 
case  occurred  in  an  infant  at  Edinvillie,  Abcrlour.  Others 
of  the  family  suffered  from  the  disease,  but  there  were  no 
other  known  cases  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  illnesses  are 
regarded  in  many  cases  as  ordinary  diarrhoea,  and  unless  the 
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illness  is  very  severe,  no  doctor  is  called.  The  disease  is 
mainly  of  the  Sonne  type.  Three  patients  were  treated  in 
hospital. 


Pneumonia  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia.  — Notifications, 
6S.  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  pneumonia,  55. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Notifications,  3.  Two  cases  were 
treated  at  home  and  one  case  in  the  Chalmers  Hospital. 

No  special  action  was  taken  to  deal  with  any  other 
diseases. 

Supplies  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  for  the  use  of  medical 
practitioners  are  stocked  in  Banff,  Portsoy,  Cullen,  Buckie, 
Aberchirder,  Keith,  and  Dufftown. 

No  methods  of  active  immunisation  against  scarlet  fever 
or  diphtheria  have  been  in  use  with  the  exception  of  the 
nursing  staff  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  who  have 
been  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

The  following  table  shews  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  in  the  two  landward  areas  and  the  burghs 
during  1930  :■ — 
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A list  ot  cae'vs  in  which  school  closure  was  recommended,  showing  ' i.) 
name  of  school,  whether  partial  or  complete  closure  was  recom- 
mended and  whether  the  recommendation  was  carried  into  effect; 
(ii.)  the  dates  between  which  the  school  was  closed;  •' i i i . ; the  infectious 
disease  in  connection  with  which  the  school  was  closed;  and  fiv.)  the 
reasons  that,  led  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  recommend  closure. 

The  Public  School,  Findochty,  was  closed  on  6th  May 
to  be  re-opened  on  20th  May,  and  was  closed  again  on  26th 
May,  to  be  reopened  on  10th  June. 

The  second  closure  did  not  apply  to  the  Qualifying  and 
higher  classes.  The  reason  for  the  closure  was  an  extensive 
outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  in  which  many  children  were  found 
desquamating  and  one  child  was  actually  found  in  school 
with  a scarlet  fever  rash. 

The  Lady  Cathcart  School,  Buckie,  was  closed  on  16th 
June,  to  reopen  after  the  summer  holidays.  The  reason  for 
the  closure  was  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  one  class,  in 
which,  after  taking  brushings  from  the  throats  or  noses  of  iS 
pupils  in  the  class,  10  were  reported  to  shew  diphtheria 
either  in  throat  or  nose. 

The  Fife-Kcith  Infant  School,  Keith,  was  closed  from 
the  6th  to  the  28th  October  on  account  of  an  outbreak  of 
scarlet  fever.  The  outbreak,  at  first,  was  confined  to  pupils 
of  this  school  and  in  the  hope  of  arresting  the  outbreak  in 
this  school  and  preventing  a spread  to  other  schools  closure 
was  adopted. 


A list  of  hospitals  (health  authority  and  voluntary)  available  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  area,  showing  name;  situation;  mauagement  (e.g.. 
committee  of  health  authority,  or  voluntary  agency) ; purpose  (e.p.. 
general,  infectious  disease,  smallpox,  sanatorium,  maternity,  child- 
ren, etc.) ; and  number  of  beds. 


Hospitals  managed  by  a Committee  of  the  Health  Authority. 

The  Campbell  Hospital,  Portsoy.  Infectious  Diseases  Hos- 
pital— 28  beds. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Dufftown.  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital — 14  beds. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital,  Banff,  for  Smallpox— 13  beds. 

The  Seafield  Cottage  Plospital,  Buckie.  For  the  treatment  of 
sick  poor  persons,  for  maternity,  and  other  eases — 17 
beds. 

Hospitals  managed  by  a Voluntary  Agency. 

The  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff.  For  general  medical  and  sur- 
gical cases— 54  beds.  In  addition  there  is  a Sanatorium 
block  of  10  beds  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1 bed 
in  the  hospital  for  a venereal  disease  ease. 


Turner  Memorial  Hospital,  Keith.  For  general  medical  and 
surgical  cases  and  for  infectious  disease  cases  from  the 
Burgh  of  Keith — 25  beds. 

The  Fleming  Hospital,  Aberlour.  For  general  medical  and 
surgical  cases — 14  beds. 

The  Mount-Stephen  Hospital,  Dufftown.  For  general  medi- 
cal and  surgical  cases — 11  beds. 

The  Rose-Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder.  For  general  medical 
and  surgical  cases  and  for  infectious  disease  cases  from 
the  Burgh  of  Aberchirder  and  the  Parishes  of  Marnoch, 
Forglen  and  Inverkeithny — 16  beds. 

A brief  review  of  the  hospital  position  in  the  area,  with  the  observations 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  any 
deficiencies,  together  with  suggestions  for  remedying  them. 

The  Campbell  Hospital,  Portsoy,  meantime  provides  ac- 
commodation for  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever 
from  all  the  Burghs  and  parishes  in  Lower  Banffshire  with 
the  exception  of  Aberchirder  and  the  Parishes  of  Forglen,, 
Marnoch  and  Inverkeithny  which  are  provided  for  in  the 
Rose  Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder.  There  is  no  accommo- 
dation at  either  of  those  hospitals  for  erysipelas,  puerperal 
fever,  influenzal  pneumonia  or  any  other  disease  requiring  to- 
be  isolated  in  hospital.  It  is  proposed  to  accommodate  all 
infectious  diseases  in  the  area  at  the  Campbell  Hospital  and 
for  this  purpose  to  erect  a cubicle  pavilion  of  ten  beds  and  a 
small  ward  of  six  beds  to  take  any  overflow  from  either  the 
scarlet  fever  or  the  diphtheria  wards.  The  accommodation 
released  at  the  Rose  Innes  Hospital  will  be  utlised  for  con- 
valescent cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  and  maternity  cases. 

In  Upper  Banffshire  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Dufftown, 
provides  accommodation  for  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and 
enteric  fever  from  the  whole  area  with  the  exception  of  the 
Burgh  of  Keith  which  finds  isolation  accommodation  in  the 
Turner  Memorial  Hospital.  There  is  no  provision  anywhere 
for  erysipelas,  puerperal  fever,  &c.  It  is  proposed  to  remove 
all  infectious  diseases  from  the  Turner  Memorial  Hospital  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  Dufftown,  and  to  erect  a cubicle- 
pavilion  there.  The  beds  thus  released  at  the  Turner  Me- 
morial Hospital  will  serve  as  a maternity  centre  for  the  dis- 
trict. 

A note  of  the  ambulance  facilities  available  in  the  area  (a)  for  in- 
fectioua  diseases;  (6)  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

For  the  transport  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
disease,  motor  ambulances  are  provided  at  the  Campbell  Hos- 
pital, Portsoy,  and  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Dufftown.  At  the 
Rose  Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder,  and  the  Turner  Memorial 
Hospital,  Keith,  there  are  horse  ambulances  available  both 
for  infectious  disease  and  non-infectious  disease  cases. 


At  Buckie,  there  is  a motor  ambulance  for  the  transpire 
of  sick  poor  persons  to  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Stationed  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  is  a motor 
ambulance,  the  property  of  the  County  Ambulance  Com- 
mittee. This  ambulance  is  available  for  the  transport  of 
patients  suffering  from  disease  or  accident  in  anv  part  of  the 
County  but  is  mainly  used  for  the  transport  of  patients  to  the 
Chalmers  Hospital. 

4.  note  (preferably  in  tabular  form!  of  the  out-patient  departments  pro- 
vided by  or  on  behalf  of  tbe  health  authority  (maternity  and  child 
welfare  centres,  pre-natal  clinics,  school  clinics,  ortliopadic  clinics, 
tuberculosis  dispensaries,  venereal  diseases  centres,  day  nurseric- 
and  other  clinics).  State  name  and  situation,  nature  of  accom- 
modation and  whether  managed  by  the  authority  or  by  some  other 
body. 

1.  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Buckie,  accommodated  in  the  Town 

Hall,  Buckie,  and  managed  by  the  County  Council. 

2.  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  Banff,  accommodated  in  the 

Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  and  managed  by  the  County 

Council. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  Aberdeen,  accommodated  at 

the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen. 

4.  Buckie  School  Clinic  for  impetigo,  otorrhoea,  &c.,  man- 

aged by  County  Council. 

5.  Teeth  Clinics  at  all  the  schools  in  the  County  and  eye 

clinics  at  the  principal  schools  in  the  County,  for  school 

children . 

A statement  of  the  arrangements  (institutional  and  domiciliary)  made 
for  the  medical  care  and  nursing  of  the  sick  poor,  including  a note 
of  any  alterations  made  in  these  arrangements  since  the  transfer  of 
functions  under  the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1929,  or  now  in 
■contemplation. 

The  Parish  Medical  Officers  continue  to  give  medical 
attendance  to  the  sick  poor  in  their  homes  as  formerly  and 
by  arrangement  with  the  District  Nursing  Associations,  the 
services  of  the  District  Nurses  are  available  for  home  nursing. 
Where  institutional  treatment  is  required,  it  is  provided  at 
the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  Buckie,  or  at  any  of  the  local 
hospitals  in  the  County  or  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen. 

The  supervision  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
of  children  under  five  years  of  age  are  provided  for  under 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  in  the  case  of  per- 
sons having  their  legal  settlement  in  this  Count"  and  under 
the  Poor  Law  Acts  in  the  case  of  those  having  their  settle- 
ment outwith  the  County. 

An  account  of  the  work  done,  with  suitable  statistics,  under  tlic 
venereal  diseases  scheme,  with  a note  of  (a)  any  new  measures 
adopted  or  additional  facilities  provided  during  the  year,  and  tb)  any 
suggested  improvements. 

For  the  purpose  of  The  Public  Health  (Venereal 


Diseases)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1916  this  County  con- 
tinues to  be  one  of  the  partners  in  the  joint  scheme  for  the 
City  of  Aberdeen  and  the  North-Eastern  Counties.  Out- 
patient clinics  are  held  practically  daily  at  the  Royal  Infirm- 
ary, Aberdeen.  In  addition  to  these  facilities  for  treatment, 
out-patient  clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at  the  Chalmers 
Hospital,  Banff.  Monthly  statements  are  received  from 
these  two  institutions  giving  particulars  of  the  number  of 
new  patients  who  have  attended  for  treatment,  and  the 
number  of  attendances  of  both  new  and  old  patients.  The 
following  table  gives  the  particulars  for  the  year  in  regard 
to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen,  and  the  Chalmers  Hos- 
pital, Banff  : — 
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From  the  above  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  15  new  cases 
attended  at  the  Royal  infirmary,  Aberdeen.  In  the  preced- 
ing eight  years  the  numbers  were  respectively  3,  9,  16,  18, 
10,  13,  10,  and  11. 

At  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  the  number  of  new 
cases  in  1930  was  23.  In  the  preceding  six  years  the  num- 
bers were  respectively  12,  14,  17,  24,  19,  and  20. 

These  statistics  shew  that  advantage  is  being  taken  of 
the  facilities  for  treatment  provided  at  these  institutions. 

As  there  is  no  system  of  notification  in  operation  in  con- 
nection with  the  venereal  diseases,  there  is  no  proper  infor- 
mation available  as  to  the  actual  incidence  of  these  diseases. 
Some  authorities  have  asked  for  a system  of  notification  for 
their  areas  but  so  far  powers  have  not  been  given  them,  it 
being  argued  that  persons  suffering  from  these  diseases  would 
avoid  seeking  treatment  if  it  involved  having  their  cases  re- 
ported. There  seems  to  be  very  little  in  this  objection.  The 
same  objections  were  urged  at  one  time  against  the  notifica- 
tion of  tuberculosis. 

There  are  circumstances  in  which  notification  should  be 
insisted  on.  For  example,  under  the  dairy  bye-laws  “No 
person  shall  be  allowed  to  milk  ....  who  is  known  to 
be  suffering  from  venereal  disease.”  The  milker’s  doctor 
may  be  the  only  person  who  knows  of  the  disease  and  he 
ought  to  be  relieved  of  all  responsibility  in  the  matter  by 
being  compelled  by  statute  to  notify  the  medical  officer  of 
health. 

Again  there  are  other  circumstances  in  which  more 
powers  are  required.  Information  is  sometimes  obtained 
from  patients  that  goes  to  show  the  existence  of  an  active 
source  of  infection  in  a district,  yet  when  the  suspected  per- 
son is  asked  to  attend  for  treatment  there  is  no  response  and 
nothing  done.  It  does  seem  absurd  that  those  infected 
should  be  costing  the  local  authority  £2  12s  6d  per  week, 
while  nothing  can  be  done  to  arrest  the  disease  at  the  source. 


An  account  of  the  work  clone,  with  suitable  statistics,  under  llie  tuber- 
culosis scheme  with  a note  ot  (0)  any  new  measures  adopted  or 
additional  facilities  provided  during  the  year,  and  (1>)  any  suggested 
improvements. 


During  the  past  fifty  years  or  more,  the  incidence  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  in  Scotland  has  been  steadily  declining. 
In  the  year  1S80  the  death  rate  per  1000  of  population  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  or  phthisis  was  2.18  and  in  1929  the 
rate  had  fallen  to  .67  per  1000,  or  less  than  one-third  of  the 
late  for  1880. 
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In  the  past  ten  years  there  has  been  the  same  decline  in 
the  mortality,  and  in  this  decline  this  Comity  has  partici- 
pated, as  shewn  by  the  following  figures  : — 


DEATH  RATE  PER  IOOO  OF  POPULATION. 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1925. 

1927. 

1828. 

1929. 

Scotland  .Si 

• S3 

.82 

.80 

■76 

.69 

.60 

.68 

.67 

Banffshire  .61 

.62 

• 6l 

•72 

.40 

•65 

.68 

•50 

•53 

During  1930  there  was  received  a total  of  26  notifications 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This  number  is  the  lowest  on 
record  and  is  onl3r  about  one-third  of  the.  notifications  re- 
ceived when  compulsory  notification  of  this  disease  came  into 
operation  in  1914. 

The  distribution  of  these  cases  in  the  landward  areas  a. id 
the  various  burghs  in  the  County  is  shewn  in  the  following 
table.  For  purposes  of  comparison,  the  number  of  notifica- 
tions received  in  the  four  preceding  years  and  the  average 
of  two  preceding  quinquennial  periods  is  also  shewn  : — 

Average  Average 
for  period  for  period 


1930. 

1929. 

1928. 

1927. 

1926. 

1921-1925. 

1916-1920. 

Banff  District 

- 6 

8 

9 

7 

14 

IO.3 

15-8 

Keith  District 

- 8 

A 

10 

7 

8 

7.6 

9.8 

Aberchirder 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2-3 

2.8 

Aberlour 

- — 

I 

1 

1 

1 

0.8 

0.6 

Banff 

1 

6 

3 

I 

4 

4.0 

4.0 

Buckie 

1 

2 

6 

2 

5 

8.2 

9.8 

Cullen 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 .0 

2.0 

Dufftown 

- 1 

1 

— 

I 

— 

0.4 

1.6 

Findochty 

1 

2 

— 

3 

2 

1.4 

3-4 

Keith 

- 3 

5 

4 

1 

4 

3-o 

6.2 

Macduff 

- 0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3-0 

6.0 

Portknockie 

I 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1.4 

3-8 

Portsoy 

- I 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 .0 

2.4 

County 

- 26 

32 

36 

30 

43 

44-2 

68.2 

Of  the  26 

notifications 

recei 

ved 

10  were  males 

and  16 

were  females. 

Not  only  was  the  number  of  notifications  the  lowest  on 
record  but  the  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis was  the  lowest  number  yet  registered.  There  were  20 
deaths  registered  as  due  to  this  disease  as  compared  with  29, 
26,  35  and  35  in  the  four  preceding  years  and  an  average  of 
34.8  and  45.0  in  the  two  preceding  quinquennial  periods. 
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According  to  age,  the  notified  cases  and  deaths  in  ig?,o 
were  distributed  as  follows  : 

• Notified  cases.  Deaths . 

Under  i year  1 

i year  and  under  5 years  

5 years  and  under  15  years  

15  years  and  under  25  years  4 

25  years  and  under  45  years  x5 

45  years  and  under  65  years  4 

65  years  and  upwards  

I11  addition  to  these  eases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  27 
notifications  were  leceivcd  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis, 
including  superficial  glands  7,  abdominal  9,  spine  1,  bones 
and  joints  5,  and  other  organs  5. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  these  forms  of  tuberculosis 
was  14  as  compared  with  i5>  20,  12,  16,  and  31  i11  ^hc 
immediately  preceding  years. 


The  following  table  shews  the  total  tuberculosis  death 
rate  per  1000  of  population  in  the  landward  areas  and  burghs 
in  the  County  in  1930  and  preceding  years. 


1930. 

1929. 

1928. 

1927. 

Average 
for  period 
1922-1926. 

Banff  District 

O.67 

0-93 

O.63 

0-55 

O.92 

Keith  District 

O.49 

1.07 

1.02 

o.So 

0.S6 

Aberchirder 

0.00 

0.00 

1. 17 

3-45 

2.01 

Aberlour 

0.S2 

0.82 

i. 68 

0.00 

1.29 

Banff  

1.22 

O.9I 

0.63 

1.23 

1.07 

Buckie  

0.46 

0-35 

0-73 

0.72 

0.99 

Cullen  

0.53 

I.58 

0.00 

1.56 

0.60 

Dufftown  . . . 

0.74 

I.46 

0.00 

1-52 

1. 16 

Pindochtv  ... 

0.00 

O.64 

0.00 

1.98 

0.S9 

Keith  

0.72 

0.72 

i-77 

0.00 

1 .09 

Macduff  

0.59 

0-59 

0-95 

1.56 

0.97 

Portknockie 

1.24 

0.00 

2-59 

2.55 

1.60 

Portsoy  

0.62 

0.62 

1.99 

0.65 

i-47 

County  

0.62 

0.80 

0.90 

0.90 

0.98 

Institutional  Treatment.  — The  institutional  treatment 
lor  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  consists  of  10  beds  in  a 
special  pavilion  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  and  such 
beds  at  the  Turner  Memorial  Hospital,  Keith,  as  are  not 
required  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  diseases  from  the 
Burgh  of  Keith. 

Cases  of  uou-puhnonary  tuberculosis  requiring  operative 
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treatment  or  treatment  in  an  institution  are  accommodated  in 
the  main  building  of  Chalmers  Hospital,  where  it  has  always 
been  possible  to  get  the  necessary  beds.  One  patient  unsuit- 
able for  treatment  in  the  Chalmers  Hospital  was  treated  in 
the  Rose  Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder. 

Outwith  the  County,  a few  patients  suffering  from  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  have  been  treated  in  the  Grampian 
Sanatorium,  Kingussie,  the  County  Council  contributing  to- 
wards the  cost,  a sum  equivalent  to  the  charge  made  at  the 
Chalmers  Hospital. 

During  1930  arrangements  were  made  whereby  any  case 
of  surgical  tuberculosis  requiring  orthopaedic  treatment 
could  be  sent  to  Woodend  Hospital,  Aberdeen. 

The  Committee  has  .also  under  consideration  the  ques- 
tion of  utilizing  beds  at  the  Rose  Innes  Hospital,  Aber- 
chirder, meantime  used  for  infectious  diseases,  for  cases  of 
surgical  tuberculosis  after  operation  or  observation  in  the 
Chalmers  Hospital.  The  accommodation  in  the  Rose  Innes 
Hospital  is  better  adapted  for  such  cases  than  the  wards  in 
the  Chalmers  Hospital. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  which 
received  treatment  under  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme  in 
Sanatoria  or  other  Institutions  during  the  year: — 

Humber  of  Patients. 


Pulmonary 


Non -Pulmonary 
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Institutions. 

In  Institutions 
on  December  31. 
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Adults 

^Males 

7 

3 

t 

1 ... 

2 

( Females 

1 

8 

8 



1 

Children 

(Males 

... 

5 

4 

1 ... 

... 

( Females 

... 

3 

3 



... 

Total 

21 

35 

35 

9 ... 

12 

The  Institutions  in  which  those  patients  were  treated 
were  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  the  Turner  Memorial 
Hospital,  Keith,  the  Rose  Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder,  the 


Grampian  Sanatorium,  Kingussie,  and  \\  oodend  Hospital- 
Aberdeen. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. — Fourteen  patients  were  in 
receipt  of  special  benefits  under  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme. 
These  included  the  provision  of  special  foods  such  as  milk, 
beef,  and  eggs. 

Shelters.— Nine  patients  having  home  treatment  oc- 
cupied shelters  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

In  terms  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  there  were  dealt 
■with  86  animals,  of  which  two  suffered  from  tuberculosis  of 
the  udder.  In  the  preceding  five  years  the  numbers  dealt 
with  were  respectively  :oo  with  four  udders  affected,  Sg 
with  four  udders  affected,  76  with  one  udder  affected,  ,S7 
with  eleven  udders  affected,  and  17  with  two  udders  affected. 

Information  and  statistics  regarding  work  done  under  maternity  and 
child  welfare  and  school  health  schemes  in  the  form  hitherto  in  use. 
(The  health  authority  may  decide  to  continue  the  arrangement 
whereby  the  school  health  report  has  been  printed  separately.) 

With  the  exception  of  the  Parishes  of  Gamrie,  Alvali, 
Forglen,  Deskford,  Inverkeithny,  the  greater  portion  of 
Grange,  the  Burghs  of  Cullen  and  Portknockie,  the  whole 
County  is  provided  with  District  Nursing  Associations  whose 
nurses  act  as  Health  Visitors  within  their  nursing  areas.  In 
Buckie  there  is  one  whole-time  Health  Visitor  who  does  all 
the  child  welfare  work  in  Buckie,  and  during  the  latter 
months  of  the  year  did  similar  work  in  Portknockie  and 
Cullen.  These  nurses  periodically  visit  all  children  in 
their  areas  up  to  the  age  of  five  years.  They  keep  suitable 
rcords  of  their  health  condition,  which  are  passed  on  to 
the  School  Medical  Officer  on  the  child  attaining  school  age. 
All  the  visits  arc  made  to  the  homes  of  the  children  as, 
with  the  exception  of  Buckie,  there  were  no  clinics  to  which 
the  children  could  be  brought  for  periodical  inspection.  In 
Buckie,  a child  welfare  clinic  has  been  in  existence  for  the 
past  ten  years,  which  is  held  weekly  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  29  children  during  the  past  year.  The  success  of 
this  clinic  is  largely  due  to  a Voluntary  Health  Association, 
some  of  whose  members,  after  a service  extending  over  the 
whole  lifetime  of  the  clinic,  still  shew  great  zeal  and  en- 
thusiasm, and  for  their  invaluable  help  I desire  to  express 
my  sincere  thanks. 

During  the  current  year,  similar  clinics  have  been  estab- 
lished in  Macduff,  Banff,  and  Abcrcliirder,  and  thanks  to 
the  sympathetic  interest  of  the  District  Nursing  Associations 
in  the  welfare  of  the  children,  similar  voluntary  health  as- 
sociations have  been  established  in  these  Burghs.  It  is 
hoped  to  get  clinics  established  in  other  burghs  during  this 
year . 

Institutional  treatment  for  children  suffering  from  mal- 
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nutrition,  &c.,  is  secured  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital  and  the 
Seafielcl  Cottage  Hospital. 

Increasing  attention  is  being  given  to  antenatal  super- 
vision by  an  increasing  number  of  visits  of  the  Health 
Visitors  to  expectant  mothers,  and  the  applications  for  ad- 
mission to  institutions  for  antenatal  conditions  are  also 
increasing. 

Institutional  treatment  for  women  anticipating  or  actu- 
ally suffering  from  difficult  confinement  or  whose  home  cir- 
cumstances are  unsatisfactory  is  provided  at  the  Chalmers 
Hospital,  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  and  the  Maternity 
Hospital,  Aberdeen. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  required  to  be  furnished 
to  the  Department  of  Health  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  his 
annual  report,  but  it  has  to  be  kept  in  mind,  that  in  regard 
to  the  home  visitation  of  infants  and  mothers,  the  statistics 
refer  only  to  those  areas  in  which  there  are  Health  Visitors — 

1.  Births. 

(a)  Number  registered — Legitimate  975,  Illegitimate 

170. 

(b)  Number  notified  585. 

2.  Infantile  Mortality. 

(a)  Number  of  deaths  87. 

(b)  Rate  per  1000  births  76. 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  classified  according  to  age  groups 

and  causes  of  death. 


Age  Groups  : — 


Under  1 week  .. 

24 

1 week  and  under  4 weeks  

iS 

4 weeks  and  under  3 

months  

iS 

3 months  and  under  6 months  

19 

6 months  and  under 

12  months 

8 

Causes  of  Death  : — 

Whooping  cough  

3 

Premature  birth 

26 

Tubercular  disease  ... 

3 

Atrophy  and  debilitv 

13 

Convulsions  

2 

Atelectasis  

1 

Pneumonia  

14 

Injury  at  birth  .. 

1 

Bronchitis  

8 

Snffnentirm  

0 

Diarrhoea  

2 

All  other  causes 

9 

Congenital  heart  disease 

3 

3.  Maternal  Mortality. 

(a)  Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  miscarriage  01- 

child  birth,  5. 

(b)  Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  puerperal  sepsis,  2. 

4.  Report  under  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915. 

No  intimation  of  “Intention  to  practise”  has  been  re 
ccivcd. 


Home  Visitation. 
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f5  Health  Visitor.  Buckie.  K!  Marnooh  Association. 

6 Cabrach  Association.  14  Mortlach  Association. 

J7  Findochty  and  Hathven  Eastern — 15  Portgordon  and  Rathveu  Association, 

commencing  1st  April  1930.  HI  Portsoy  and  Fordyoo  Association. 

8 Inveravon  and  Ulenlivet  Association. 


Pre-Natal  Consultations.  Nil. 

S.  Post-Natal  and  other  Consultations.  Nil. 

9.  Child  Welfare  Consultations. 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  Buckie  held  46  meetings, 
each  of  1 14  hours  duration.  The  number  of  attendances 
of  children  throughout  the  year  was  1341  or  an  average 
of  29  children  per  meeting. 

10.  Special  Treatment  Centres. 

(1)  Teeth.  (2)  Eyes.  (3)  Other  ailments.  (4)  Ultra 
violet  light  clinics.  Nil. 

11.  Day  Nurseries.  Kindergartens  and  Play  Centres.  Nil. 

12.  Food  and  Milk. 

Number  of  children  in  respect  of  whom  applications 
were  made,  10. 

Number  certified  on  medical  grounds,  4. 

Number  certified  as  necessitous,  6. 

13.  Measles. 

Number  of  cases  notified,  Nil.  Number  of  deaths,  Nil. 

14.  Whooping  Cough. 

Number  of  cases  notified,  Nil.  Number  of  deaths,  6. 

15.  Ophthalmic  Neonatorum. — 

See  infectious  disease  section. 

16.  Maternity  Hospitals. 

1.  Pre-natal  cases. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  treated,  6. 

(b)  Statement  of  conditions  found. 

Hyperemisis,  2. 

Eclampsia,  3. 

Albuminuria  retinitis,  1. 

2.  Number  admitted  on  account  of  unsatisfactory  home 

conditions,  11. 

3.  Number  admitted  for  complicated  labour,  10.. 

The  above  patients  were  treated  either  in  the  Chal- 
mers Hospital  or  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital. 

17.  Homes  for  Unmarried  Mothers  before  and  after  Confine- 

ment. Nil. 

18.  Hospitals  for  Sick  Children. 

Thirteen  children  were  treated  either  in  the  Chalmers 
Hospital  or  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital. 
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ig.  Convalescent  Homes.  Nil. 

20.  Boarding-out.  Nil. 

21.  Home  Helps.  Nil. 

22.  Educational. 

Short  “talks”  on  health  matters  were  given  to 
Mothers  attending  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Buckie 
and  the  Voluntary  Health  Association  conducted  a very 
successful  dressmaking  class  as  part  of  the  activities  of 
the  Clinic. 


A statement  jn  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Scotland)  Acts,  with  particular  reference  to 

(1)  the  arrangements  made  by  the  authority  for  bacteriological  ex- 
amination of  samples  in  terms  of  sections  20  and  21.  and  notes  on 
any  samples  examined; 

The  County  Veterinary  Surgeon  and  all  Veterinary 
Surgeons  practising  in  the  county  may  send  samples  to  the 
Laboratory,  The  City  Hospital,  Aberdeen.  There  is  no 
restriction  as  to  number  or  nature  of  the  samples  they  may 
send.  See  Appendix  III.  for  return  of  bacteriological  work 
done  for  the  county  during  1930. 


(2)  any  action  taken  in  connection  with  milk  consigned  from  other 
areas,  or  the  detection  ol  dirty  milk  (section  4 (3)  of  the  Act  of 
1914) ; 

No  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  milk  consigned 
from  other  areas  or  the  detection  of  dirty  milk  from  other 
areas.  For  the  detection  of  dirty  milk  in  the  county,  see 
Veterinary  Surgeon’s  report. 


(3)  any  outbreak,  not  previously  reported,  which  has  been  spread  by 
milk,  or  milk  products; 


There  was  no  general  outbreak  of  any  infectious  dis- 
ease due  to  milk.  There  was  a small  local  outbreak  at  a 
farm  of  scarlet  fever  believed  to  be  due  to  infected  milk. 


(4)  the  progress  of  milk  grading  in  the  district; 

There  are  no  dairies  licensed  to  sell  milk  under  any  of 
the  special  designations. 


(5)  any  oilier  action  taken  under  the  Acts. 

The  County  Council  have  adopted  new  dairy  bye-laws.. 


Aii  account  of  the  work  done  under  section  43  of  the.  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  18S7,  for  the  inspection  of  meat  and  other  articles  of 
food,  and  a statement  of  work  done  or  of  arrangements  that  ought 
yet  to  be  made  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland), 
1930.  observations  on  slaughter-houses,  imported  food,  food  inspection, 
and  particulars  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  premises  where  foods  are 
manufactured,  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed  for  sale. 

The  County  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Burgh  Sanitary 
Inspectors  acting  under  his  supervision  act  as  Detention 
Officers,  and  the  County  Veterinary  Surgeon  inspects  all 
food  stuffs  detained  by  them.  See  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
and  Veterinary  Surgeon’s  Reports. 

A report  on  the  work  done  by  the  authority  under  the  Sale  of  Pood  and 
Drugs  Acts  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c..  in  Food)  Regu- 
lations, with  observations  on  any  special  questions  which  have  re- 
ceived or  require  attention. 

In  the  couse  of  the  year,  Sq  formal  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  for  apalysis,  of  which  66  were  reported  to  be 
samples  of  genuine  milk,  while  23  samples  were  reported 
to  be  deficient  in  fat  or  solids-not-fat  or  both  as  compared 
with  the  presumptive  limits  laid  down  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  In  connection  with  the  deficient  samples, 
byre  samples  were  taken  in  all  cases  with  one  exception,  and 
in  view  of  the  difficulties  associated  with  prosecutions  in 
milk  cases,  a comparison  of  the  results  of  analysis  is 
interesting. 


Formal  Sample. 

Byre 

Sample. 

Fat. 

Solids-not-fat. 

Fat.  Solids-not-Fat 

I . 

2. So 

S-5.S  

2.73 

S.13 

2-45 

8.42  

2.65 

S.60 

3 • 

2-75 

S.28  

2 • 7.3 

8.55 

4- 

2.80 

Q.22  

3.03 

9.14 

5* 

2.  go 

s.37  

3-25 

8-35 

b. 

2-75 

S.d.3  

2.75 

S.  47 

7* 

2-55 

S-72  

3-O.S 

8.64 

S. 

3.  So 

8.30  

3-70 

8.53 

9- 

3-50 

'S..37  

3-90 

8. 52 

10. 

3.60 

8.30  

3-55 

8. 49 

T I . 

3.60 

S.27  

3-5° 

8-35 

12. 

2.  So 

8.92  

S.86 

13- 

2-75 

8-4.3  

8. 47 

14. 

3-70 

8.40  

3-55 

8. 40 

15- 

3-75 

8.41  

3-90 

S.65 

r6. 

3-55 

8.21 

3-95 

8.71 

17- 

3-25 

8-34  

8.45 

18. 

3-50 

8.31  

3.10 

8. 40 

iq. 

3. 28 

8.27  . ... 

3.20 

8. 31 

20. 

3-30 

8-34  

8. 40 

2 r . 

3-65 

8.24  

3-95 

S.27 

22. 

3-55 

S.iq  

3.60 

8.31 

-’4 


It  will  be  noted  that  in  several  cases  the  byre  samples 
fall  below  the  standard,  and  in  a few  cases  the  byre  samples 
are  of  poorer  quality  than  the  formal  samples. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  in  connection  with  any  of 
those  samples. 

The  question  of  instituting  a prosecution  in  deficient 
milk  samples  is  always  a difficult  one  if  justice  is  to  be 
done  to  both  the  producer  and  consumer. 

Where  a sample  of  milk  contains  less  than  3 per  cent, 
fat  or  less  than  S.5  per  cent,  solids-not-fat,  it  is  presumed, 
until  the  contrary  is  proved,  that  the  sample  is  not  genuine 
by  reason  of  the  abstraction  of  milk  fat  or  solids-not-fat  or 
the  addition  thereto  of  water.  Accordingly  a dairyman 
selling  milk  below  the  presumptive  limits  can  be  taken  into 
a criminal  court  on  the  presumption  he  has  been  watering 
the  milk,  or  abstracting  butter  fat.  He  may  have  been 
watering  the  milk,  in  which  case  in  the  interest  of  the  con- 
sumer, it  is  only  right  he  should  appear  in  court.  Again, 
he  may  neither  have  watered  the  milk  nor  abstracted  fat, 
but  has  sold  the  milk  as  produced  by  his  cows,  yet  he  ap- 
pears in  court  on  the  presumption  he  has  committed  fraud. 
An  analyst  cannot  always  tell  whether  or  not  a sample  of 
milk  has  been  adulterated. 

In  192  x an  investigation  was  set  on  foot  to  obtain 
analytical  results  of  the  composition  of  milk  from  individual 
cows  throughout  Scotland.  The  result  shewed  that  about 
10  per  cent,  of  all  samples  from  individual  cows  contained 
less  than  3 per  cent,  of  fat  and  about  25  per  cent,  contained 
less  than  8.5  per  cent,  of  solids-not-fat.  More  recent  in- 
vestigations shew  that  samples  of  bulked  milk  may  fre- 
quently fall  below  the  presumptive  limits  of  both  fat  and 
solids-not-fat. 

One  of  the  well-known  causes  of  bulked  milk  falling 
below  3 per  cent,  fat  is  a long  interval  between  the  two 
milkings. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  the  question  of  when  to 
prosecute  in  milk  cases  has  been  a great  difficulty,  as  the 
present  arrangement  of  a presumptive  standard  is  fair 
neither  to  the  producer  or  the  consumer. 

It  is  believed  that  this  matter  is  having  the  attention 
of  the  central  departments  interested,  and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  representation  be  made  to  these  departments 
that  legislation  dealing  with  milk  be  introduced  as  early  as 
possible. 

.Seventy-nine  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  were 
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taken  or  analysis,  such  as — cheese,  butter,  sausages,  mince, 
Nc.,  &c.  These  were  all  reported  genuine  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a sample  of  mince  which  contained  a preservative, 
namely,  sulphur  dioxide  at  a season  when  a preservative  was 
not  permitted. 

Statement  of  Proceedings  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

There  are  in  the  County  163  Factories  and  Workshops, 
of  which  12  are  retail  bakehouses.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
made  10S  inspections  of  these  premises,  and  sent  written 
notices  in  respect  of  four  defects,  all  of  which  were  remedied. 


ALEX.  LEDINGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Banff,  April  1931. 


APPENDIX  I. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


I 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

'i 

Typhus  Fever  .., 

...  — 

3 

Smallpox 

...  — 

4 

Measles 

...  — 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

...  6 

7 

Diphtheria 

3 

8 

Influenza 

9 

9 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

...  — 

10 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

11 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

2 

12 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

...  20 

U 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

...  4 

14 

Tuberculosis  of  Intestines  and  Peritoneum 

5 

15 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  ... 

• ••  5 

16 

Malignant  Tumours 

...  88 

17 

Rheumatic  Fever 

...  — 

18 

Meningitis  (not  Cerebro  Spinal  or  Tubercul.) 

2 

19 

Apoplexy  

!!!  si 

20 

Heart  Disease  ... 

...  134 

21 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

...  14 

22 

Bronchitis 

...  41 

23 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•••  55 

24  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
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25  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  4 

26  Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

27  All  Diseases  of  Liver,  not  malignant 

28  Nephritis,  Acute  and  Chronic  ...  ...  ...  34 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

30  Other  Dis.  and  Acc.  of  Preg.  and  Parturition  ...  5 

31  Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Malformations  ...  46 

32  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

33  Other  Violent  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  19 

34  Other  Defined  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

35  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ...  ...  ...  13 


APPENDIX  II. 

HOSPITALS. 

Reports  by  Medical  Officers. 

SE AFIELD  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL,  BUCKIE. 

Accommodation. — The  average  daily  number  of  patients 
was  12.7.  The  reconstruction  of  the  Hospital  as  outlined  in 
my  Report  of  1929  has  been  completed  and  was  opened  in 
April.  There  is  now  ample  accommodation  for  present 
needs. 

Classification  of  Diseases. — During  the  year  sixty  cases 
were  treated  in  the  Hospital  which  may  be  classified  as 
under  : — 

Respiratory  Diseases  3 

Cardio  Vascular  5 

Injuries  2 

Skin  affections  3 

Rheumatic  condition  of  Joints  1 

Nervous  Diseases  n 

Enlarged  Tonsils  1 

Pregnancy  7 

Diseases  of  Urinary  Organs  1 


Senility  6 

Abscess  1 

Tuberculosis  2 

Cancer  1 

Disease  of  Stomach  1 

Others  with  no  disease 15 
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Resides  these  there  were  treated  at  the  Hospital  67  other 
cases  for  operations,  most  of  which  were  only  one  day  or  less 
in  hospital. 
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Visitation  by  Medical  OHicers.  — The  Hospital  was 
visited  477  times  during  the  year,  206  of  these  visits  being 
made  by  the  Junior  Medical  Officers. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  for  the  Hospital  has 
been  sufficient  throughout  the  year.  At  the  present  time  a 
larger  service  main  pipe  is  being  laid  so  that  an  abundant 
supply  may  be  available  in  case  of  fire. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — Water-closets,  sinks,  &c., 
have  been  kept  clean  and  in  good  repair. 

Nursing  Arrangements. — Formerly  the  Staff  has  con- 
sisted of  the  Matron  and  one  Probationer  Nurse.  The  ser- 
vices of  another  trained  Nurse  were  procured  in  May  and 
the  Staff  is  now  sufficient. 

Dietary. — There  has  been  no  complaint  regarding  the 
quality  or  quantity  of  the  food. 

Bathing. — The  sick,  when  certified  fit,  were  bathed  on 
admission,  once  weekly  as  routine,  and  oftener  if  necessary. 

Medicine  and  Medical  Appliances. — These  were  supplied 
in  quality  and  quantity  as  ordered. 

Equipment. — There  has  been  no  want  of  Screens, 
Chairs,  and  other  requisites  for  the  Wards. 

Heating  and  Ventilation. — The  Wards  have  been  com- 
fortably heated  and  the  ventilation  has  been  satisfactory. 

Arrangements  for  Tuberculous,  Verminous,  and  In- 
fectious Cases  : — 

1.  A small  Ward  is  reserved  for  Tuberculous,  Vermin- 

ous and  other  Cases  requiring  isolation. 

2.  Infectious  Cases. — For  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  and 

Scarlet  Fever,  the  arrangements  are,  that  such  cases 
be  sent  to  Campbell  Hospital,  Portsoy. 

Operations. — The  arrangements  for  major  operations 
are  as  in  former  years.  With  the  reconstructed  Hospital  a 
new  Operating  Theatre  has  been  provided  and  is  fitted  with 
Operating  Table;  Sterilizers  for  dressings,  instruments,  &c.; 
Instrument  Cabinet,  and  suitable  Wash-hand  basins,  &c. 
Since  last  report  67  minor  operations  were  performed,  as 
follows  : — 

Removal  of  Hypertrophied  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  51 
Abscess  1 
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Teeth  extractions  , 7 

Circumcision  2 

T.B.  Glands  scraped  2 

Operations  on  Toes  3 

Setting  Fracture  1 


Most  of  these  Cases  were  in  Hospital  for  less  than  1 day,  as 
already  noted,  and  were  nearly  all  treated  as  private  patients. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Arrangements  as  in  former  Reports. 

Treatment  of  Cancer  Cases. — As  in  former  Reports. 

Obstetric  Cases.- — The  same  arrangements  continue. 
There  were  7 births  at  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Deaths. — There  were  9 deaths  at  the  Hospital  during  the 


year  : — 

Carcinoma  1 

Chronic  Rheumatoid  Arthritis 1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 

Senility  2 

Myocarditis  2 


9 


GEORGE  HENDRY,  Medical  Officer. 
Buckie,  20th  January  1931. 


CAMPBELL  HOSPITAL,  PORTSOY. 


The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  Campbell  Hos- 
pital during  the  year  1930  is  as  follows  : — 


In  Hosp. 

1st  Jan.  Admitted. 


Scarlet  Fever  7 93 

Diphtheria  29  85 

Enteric  — 1 

Erysipelas  — 2 


Discharged. 

Died. 

In  Hosn. 
31st  Dec 

QO 

— 

IO 

10S 

2 

A 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

Total  36  1S1  200  2 15 


Practically  all  the  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  the  majority 
of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
disease,  so  that  complications  were  not  frequent  or  severe. 
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111  my  opinion  Scarlet  Fever  eases,  admitted  during  the  first 
three  days  of  the  disease,  benefited  greatly  by  the  early  ad- 
ministration of  serum. 

The  nursing  arrangements  were  rendered  a little  diffi- 
cult for  a time,  during  the  height  of  the  Diphtheria  epi- 
demic, by  lack  of  accommodation  in  the  Diphtheria  wards, 
so  that  one  Scarlet  ward  had  to  be  used  to  accommodate 
Diphtheria  cases.  At  one  period  we  reached  the  limit  of  our 
accommodation,  but  no  case  had  to  be  refused  admission. 
Had  the  rush  in  both  diseases  occurred  at  the  same  time  it 
would  not  have  been  possible  to  admit  all  cases. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  transferred  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital, Aberdeen,  for  the  removal  of  tonsils,  and  one  case  of 
Scarlet  Fever  was  removed  to  the  same  Hospital  for  a mas- 
toid operation. 

The  Matron  and  nurses  performed  their  work  very 
satisfactorily  during  a very  busy  year. 

JOHN  W.  MACRAE,  Medical  Officer. 


UPPER  DISTRICT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL, 
DUFFTOWN. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  in  the  hospital 
three  infectious  cases.  In  the  course  of  the  year  17  cases 
were  admitted  and  16  discharged  cured,  leaving  1 case  in 
hospital  on  December  31st,  1930. 

There  has  been  little  in  the  way  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  Upper  District  and  in  consequence  the  work  in  hospital 
has  been  exceptionally  light.  There  were  three  cases  of 
Dysentery  admitted,  an  unusual  occurrence  in  this  district. 
These  cases  were  of  a mild  type.  One  case  of  Erysipelas  was 
treated — the  first  for  a great  many  years. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

C.  M.  STEPHEN,  Medical  Officer. 


In  the  Rose  Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder,  there  were 
treated  during  the  year  17  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  in  the 
Turner  Memorial  Hospital,  Keith,  there  were  treated  1 case 
of  diphtheria  and  26  cases  of  scarlet  fever  from  the  Burgh  of 
Keith. 
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APPENDIX  III. 

LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS  FOR  BANFFSHIRE. 
January=December  1930. 


DIPHTHERIA— 

Grand 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Total. 

Throat  swabs  

224 

2102 

2326 

2326 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli 

47 

1S9 

236 

Pus  for  tubercle  bacilli  

2 

6 

8 

Urines  for  tubercle  bacilli 

0 

l6 

16 

Faeces  for  tubercle  bacilli 

0 

3 

3 

Pleural  fluids  

0 

4 

4 

267 

TYPHOID— 

Blood  cultures  

0 

S 

s 

Widals  

4 

7 

II 

Faeces  

0 

14 

14 

Urines  

0 

3 

3 
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PARATYPHOID  A and  B— 

Blood  cultures  

0 

1 

1 

Widals  

2 

24 

24 

Faeces  

0 

1 

1 

26 

BACILLARY  DYSENTERY— 

Faeces  

UNDULANT  FEVER— 

22 

50 

7? 

72 

Agglutinations  

1 

0 

1 

Blood  cultures  

0 

r 

1 

Faeces  

0 

1 

1 

Urine  

0 

1 

1 

4 

GENERAL— 

Faeces  for  organisms  

— 

— 

2 

Urines — 

General  Pathological 

Examination 

— 

— 

74 

Bacteriological  Examination 

~ 

- . _ 

68 

144 

Car.  Fd. 

2875 

3i 

Grand 

Positive.  Negative.  Total.  Total. 

Br.  Fd.  2875 

Cerebrospinal  fluids  — — 1 

Blood  cultures  — — 3 

Blood  counts  — — 7 

Differential  cell  counts  — — 30 

Pus  for  organisms  — — 45 

Sputum  for  organisms  — — 59 

Throat  and  nose  swabs 

for  organisms  — — 604 

Vaccines  — — 53 

Waters — 

Bacteriological  Examination  — — 13 

Chemical  Examination  — — 15 

Histological  Specimens  ...  — — 20 

Hair  for  Microsporum  audii  — — 6 

Miscellaneous  — — 3 

Animal  Specimens  — — 30 

Food  Poisoning — 

Faeces  — — 1 

Malaria  — — 1 

Milks  for  Bacterial  Counts  — — 17 

908 

Venereal  Diseases — 

Wasserman  Reactions  ...  — — 16 

Kahn  Tests  — — 16 

Gonococcal  Smears  — — 33 

65 

Biochemical  Examinations — 

Blood  Sugar  — — 3 

Urinary  Sugar  — — 2 

Urinary  bile  — — T 

Faeces  for  blood  — — 3 

9 

Animal  Inoculation — 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with 
milk  deposit  for  tubercle- 

bacilli  — — 44  44 
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COUNTY  OF  BANFF. 

REPORT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  1930. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  County 
has  been  good,  and  systematic  inspections  were  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  all  villages  and  hamlets  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  existence  of  nuisances  requiring  to  be  dealt 
with. 

The  following  summaries  indicate  sanitary  work  over- 


taken in  the  Count}1-  during  the  year  : — 

1.  Insanitary  houses  and  bothies  dealt  with.  - 104 

Remedied  more  or  less,  7 

2.  Unsatisfactory  water  supplies  dealt  with,  - 4 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  3 

3.  Defective  drains,  traps,  W.Cs.,  & c.,  dealt  with,  - 10 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  & 

4.  Dirty  houses,  premises,  including  ashpit  privies,  - 

•vc.,  riea't  with,  - - - 30 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  32 

5.  Dirty  cowsheds,  milk  stores  and  cows,  etc.,  (milk 

premises),  dealt  with,  ...  50 

Remedied,  - - - - - ...  50 

6.  Dirty  cowsheds,  milk  stores  and  cows  (butter  and 

cheese  premises),  dealt  with,  - - - 165 

Remedied,  ......  93 

7.  Defective,  or  want  of  ashpits  and  pi  ivies  dealt  with,  10 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  7 

8.  Middens  and  foul  accumulations  dealt  with,  - 17 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  15 

9.  Sundries — Choked  dr. ins.  overcrowding,  means  of 

ventilation,  &c.,  dealt  with,  - - - 12 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  11 

10.  Workshops  and  workplaces  dealt  with,  - - 4 

Remedied,  - • - . - ....  3 


'I  otals,  - - 121  229 


Housing. — During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
inspected  104  defective  dwelling-houses  throughout  the 
County.  Of  these  30  were  found  to  be  in  such  a state  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  could  not  at  reasonable 
expense  be  made  fit  for  habitation.  The  other  74  dwelling- 
houses  could  be  rendered  fit  for  habitation  at  reasonable  ex- 
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pense.  The  majority  of  these  defective  houses  are  situated 
in  isolated  rural  areas,  and  are  occupied  by  persons  who  are 
only  able  to  pay  a very  small  rent,  or  are  owned  by  persons 
who  are  financially  unable  to  keep  their  dwelling-house  in 
repair.  The  question  of  providing  new  houses  for  these 
people  presents  a very  difficult  problem.  The  cost  of 
material  and  labour  in  these  rural  areas  for  the  building  of 
houses  to  replace  these  defective  houses  is  such  that  an 
economic  rent  could  not  be  obtained.  The  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor submitted  a report  on  these  houses  to  a meeting  of  the 
Landward  members  of  the  County  Council,  who  are  mean- 
time considering  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  improve  these 
unsatisfactory  housing  conditions.  During  the  course  of  in- 
spection the  Sanitary  Inspector  informed  the  owners  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926,  where- 
by a grant  could  be  obtained  from  the  County  Council  to  re- 
condition dwelling-houses  under  their  scheme,  but  unfor- 
tunately many  are  unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  scheme 
as  they  have  not  the  means  for  their  share  of  the  expenditure. 
In  the  Special  Districts  and  populous  areas,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  made  house-to-house  inspections  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  extent  of  overcrowding  and  the  need  for  additional 
dwelling-houses.  It  was  found  that  in  the  villages  of  Gar- 
denstown,  Whitehills  and  Portgordon  sub-letting  was  very 
prevalent.  In  Gardenstown  34  houses  were  sub-let,  embrac- 
ing 74  families,  in  Whitehills  31  houses  were  sub-let,  em- 
bracing 64  families,  and  in  Portgordon  37  houses  were  sub- 
let, embracing  79  families.  These  dwelling-houses  were 
built  as  one-family  houses,  but  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
houses  it  was  found  that  many  married  sons  and  daughters 
were  living  in  rooms  sub-let  from  their  parents.  There  is 
therefore  a need  for  additional  houses  in  these  three  special 
districts.  There  was  no  sub-letting  in  any  of  the  other  spe- 
cial districts  or  hamlets.  During  the  year  Closing  Orders 
were  made  in  respect  of  4 dwelling-houses,  one  of  which  was 
made  fit  for  habitation  by  the  owner.  Seven  dwelling-houses 
were  put  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair  without  the  aid  of  a 
grant.  16  men’s  sleeping  apartments  were  inspected  during 
the  year,  when  one  was  found  unfit  for  habitation.  O11  the 
owner’s  attention  being  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion of  the  apartment,  a new  sleeping  apartment  was  erected. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926. — During  the  year 
greater  advantage  has  been  taken  by  owners  of  dwelling- 
houses  of  the  County  Council’s  scheme  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926.  29  applications  were  approved 

by  the  Local  Authority,  and  Certificate  A.  granted  for  the 
following  : — The  provision  of  a water  supply,  W.C.,  and  re- 
conditioning cottage  at  Marnoeh  Lodge,  Rothiemay.  The 


provision  of  a water  supply  at  Grantlands  Cottage,  Aberlour. 
The  reconstruction  of  dwelling-house  at  Ardioch,  Keith.  The 
reconditioning  of  dwelling-house  at  Sheandhu,  Glenrinnes. 
The  provision  of  water  supply,  sinks,  and  W.C.’s  for  two 
cottar  houses  at  Pitglassie,  Mortlach.  The  provision  of 
water  supply,  sinks,  W.C.  and  dormer  windows  for  6 cottar 
houses  at  Mains  of  Mulben,  Boharm.  The  reconditioning  of 
dwelling-house  at  Scraibsitle,  Rothiemay.  The  provision  of 
sink,  W.C.,  and  reconditioning  of  cottar  house  at  Tulloch- 
allum,  Mortlach.  The  reconstructing  of  dwelling-house  at 
Braehead,  Marnoch.  The  reconditioning  of  dwelling-house 
at  The  Bungalow,  Gardenstown.  The  reconstruction  of  two 
cottar  houses  at  Kilnhillock,  Fordyce.  The  reconstruction 
of  dwelling-house  at  Hill  of  Covvhythe,  Fordyce.  The  recon- 
struction of  cottar  house  at  Aultown  of  Carnousie,  Forglen. 
The  provision  of  a water  supply  at  Auchmills  of  Minnonie, 
Gamrie.  The  re-roofing  and  provision  of  water  supply  at 
Hill  of  Whyntie,  Boyndie.  The  reconstruction  of  dwelling- 
house  at  Silverstripe,  Forglen.  The  reconditioning  of  dwell- 
ing-house at  Brydock  Croft,  Alvah.  The  reconstruction  of 
dwelling-house  at  37  Hill  Street,  Newmill.  The  provision  of 
a bedroom  and  bathroom  at  Gardener’s  Cottage,  Ballindal- 
loch.  The  provision  of  bedroom  and  scullery  and  the  recon- 
ditioning of  dwelling-house  at  Slacks  of  Tipperty,  Alvah. 
The  provision  of  a gravitation  water  supply  to  3 cottar  houses 
at  Home  Farm,  Auchlunkart,  Boharm.  The  provision  of  a 
water  supply  and  reconditioning  of  dwelling-house  at  North 
Millhill,  Marnoch.  The  reconstruction  of  cottar  house  at 
Itlaw,  Alvah.  The  provision  of  scullery,  W.C.,  &c.,  and  re- 
roofing of  dwelling-house  at  17  Knock  Street,  Whitehills. 
The  reconditioning  of  dwelling-house  at  Burnside  Cottage, 
Montbletton,  Gamrie.  The  provision  of  water  supply,  W.C., 
&c.,  and  reconditioning  of  dwelling-house  at  Slackhead, 
Glen  of  Newmill,  Keith.  The  reconstruction  of  dwelling- 
house  at  Clochan,  Enzie.  The  conversion  of  store  into 
dwelling-house  at  Maryhill,  Forglen.  The  reconditioning  of 
two  dwelling-houses  at  17  Stewart  Street,  Portgordon.  The 
reconditioning  of  2 cottar  houses  at  Nethcrwood  and  Den- 
mill,  Alvah.  The  reconditioning  of  dwelling-house  at  3 New 
Street,  Whitehills.  During  the  year  Certificate  B.  was 
granted  after  the  completion  of  the  work  in  22  cases. 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1924. — Certificate 
A.  was  granted  in  respect  of  a dwelling-house  at  Cornhill, 
•Ordiquhill,  And  Certificate  B.  was  granted  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  w'ork  for  three  dwelling-houses  in  the  village  of 
Whitehills  and  a dwelling-house  at  Cornhill,  Ordiquhill.  In 
addition  to  the  above  only  5 houses  are  known  to  have  been 
built  without  assistance  in  the  County.  A statement  of  pro- 
ceedings by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as  designated  officer 
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under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  192b 
and  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1930.  See  Appendix  I. 

Water  Supplies. — There  are  eight  special  water  supply 
districts  in  the  County,  viz.  : Crovie  and  Gardenstown,  in 
the  parish  of  Gamrie;  Whitehills,  in  the  pairish  of  Boyndie; 
Fordyce,  in  the  parish  of  Fordyce;  Fortgordon,  in  the  parish 
of  Rathven;  Tomintoul,  in  the  parish  of  Kirkmichael;  Xew- 
mill,  in  the  parish  of  Keith;  and  Crannoch,  in  the  parish  of 
Grange.  There  was  a plentiful  supply  of  water  in  each  of  tlie 
special  districts  with  the  exception  of  Whitehills,  where  the 
supply  was  found  at  periods  to  be  inadecpiate  for  the  needs  of 
the  village.  Since  the  introduction  of  a modern  system  of 
sewers  over  60  W.C.’s  have  been  erected,  and  there  is  an  in- 
dication that  a considerable  number  more  will  be  fitted  up  in 
the  near  future.  The  maximum  quantity  of  water  entering 
the  reservoirs  is  approximately  25,000  gals,  per  day,  equal  to 
23  gals,  per  head  of  the  population.  In  addition  to  the  supply 
for  domestic  purposes  a considerable  quantity  of  water  is 
used  at  the  fishcuring  premises,  and  an  increased  supply  of  at 
least  10,000  gallons  per  day  is  required.  On  the  instructions 
of  the  Department  of  Health  a report  on  the  water  supplies 
of  the  special  districts  and  villages  within  the  county  was 
sent  to  the  Department,  and  as  the  result  of  the  information 
contained  therein,  the  Department  suggested  that  in  regard 
to  Newmill  and  Portgordon  supplies,  which  are  obtained 
from  springs  in  agricultural  land,  that  filter  beds  should  be 
constructed,  or  the  land  put  out  of  rotation,  and  in  regard  to 
Whitehills  that  an  additional  supply  should  be  procured. 
The  District  Councils  considered  the  various  points  raised 
by  the  Department  when,  in  regard  to  Newmill,  a recom- 
mendation was  made  to  put  the  gathering  area  of  approxi- 
mately 2 acres  out  of  rotation;  in  regard  to  Portgordon  that 
further  investigations  be  made  after  the  turnip  crop  had  been 
removed,  and  in  regard  to  Whitehills,  that  an  additional 
supply  of  at  least  10,000  gallons  per  24  hours  be  procured. 
Investigations  were  also  made  regarding  the  water  supplies 
in  the  villages  of  Craigellachie,  Cornhill,  Lintmill  and  Ellie- 
side,  Cullen,  and  Knock.  In  each  of  these  villages  a suffi- 
cient gravitation  supply  is  provided,  in  most  cases  by  the 
superiors.  In  the  rural  areas  only  4 complaints  were  received 
in  regard  to  defective  water  supplies.  These  were  investi- 
gated and  dealt  with. 

Drainage. — There  arc  five  special  drainage  districts  in 
the  County,  viz.  : Fordyce,  Gardenstown,  Portgordon,  Tom- 
intoul, and  Whitehills.  Fordyce,  although  formed  into  a 
special  drainage  district  many  years  ago,  still  depends  on  an 
obsolete  system  of  sewers,  and  as  there  ai‘e  quite  a number 
of  W.C.’s  in  this  village  consideration  should  now  be  given 
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as  to  the  provision  of  a modern  sewerage  system.  In  White- 
hills  a new  sewerage  system  was  laid  down  in  1929,  and  dur- 
ing the  course  of  construction  104  private  drains  were  con- 
nected to  the  new  sewers.  During  1930  15  additional  private 
drains  were  connected,  making  a total  of  119,  which  repre- 
sents only  one-half  of  the  properties  in  the  village.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  has  notified  each  owner  to  disconnect 
from  the  old  system  and  connect  to  the  new,  but  many  have 
iiot  yet  complied  with  the  notice.  These  defaulting  owners 
should  now  be  compelled  to  connect  to  the  new  sewers. 
Gardcnstowu.Tomintoul  and  Portgordon  have  each  a modern 
sewerage  system,  and  each  have  been  maintained  in  good 
order  during  the  year.  In  the  villages  of  Cornhill  and  New- 
mill  several  complaints  have  been  received  regarding 
offensive  odours  from  obsolete  drainage,  but  nothing  short 
of  a modern  sewerage  system  can  improve  matters.  Con- 
sideration should  now  be  given  as  to  forming  these  villages 
into  special  drainage  districts  and  the  laying  down  of  modern 
sewerage  systems.  10  defective  private  drains  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  The  Department  of  Health  request  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  incorporate  in  his  report  the  following  : 


District. 

W.Cs.  Common  W.Cs. 
erected  in  use  for  two  or 
in  1930.  more  tenants. 

Number  of  houses 
without  a water 
supply  and  sink 
inside  the  house. 

Privies. 

Ashpits. 

Crovie 

Nil  Ml 

G7 

28  for  1 tenant 
3 for  2 tenants 

Ml 

Gnrdenstown 

2 4 for  2 tenants 

86 

53  for  1 tenant 

6 Public 
receptacles 

Forilvee 

1 j Nil 

47 

32  for  1 tenant 
8 for  2 tenants 

42  for  1 tenant 
8 for  2 tenants 

Xewmill 

mi  ; mi 

I08 

86  for  1 tenant 
20  for  2 tenants 
2 for  3 tenants 

38  for  1 tenant 
11  for  2 tenants 
10  for  3 tenants 
3 for  4 tenants 

Portgordon 

C J 4 for  2 do. 
3 -}  | 1 for  3 do. 
( 1 for  4 do. 

■■■ 

88  for  1 tenant 
11  for  2 tenants 

2 Public 
receptacles 

Snndend 

Nil  | Nil 

70 

38  for  1 tenant 

3 Public 
rccepta-les 

Tomintonl 

3 Nil 

59 

56  for  1 tenant 
5 for  2 tenants 

46  for  1 tenant 
7 for  2 tenants 

Whiteliills 

15  1 for  2 do. 

132 

52  for  1 tenant 
2 for  2 tenants 

Nil 

Scavenging. — The  special  scavenging  districts  are 
Gardenstcnvn,  Fordyce,  Whitehills,  Sandend,  and  Port- 
gordon.  With  the  exception  of  Fordyce  the  scavenging  is 
carried  out  by  contractors  who  have  each  carried  out  their 
duties  in  a satisfactory  manner.  At  Gardcnstown  six  con- 
crete receptacles  are  placed  at  convenient  centres  in  which 
the  householders  deposit  their  refuse.  These  receptacles 
are  emptied  by  a contractor  bi-weekly,  or  at  more  frequent 
periods  as  required.  At  Fordyce  private  ashpits  are  in  use, 
the  householders  being  responsible  for  the  emptying  of  the 
same.  A local  scavenger  is  employed  to  keep  the  streets 
clean.  Inspections  were  made  by  the  .Sanitary  Inspector  of 
all  the  ashpits  in  the  village,  and  where  necessary  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  have  the  ashpits  emptied.  At  Sandend 
three  public  receptacles  arc  provided  at  convenient  centres 
and  are  emptied  by  a contractor  at  regular  intervals.  These 
receptacles  are  situated  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling- 
houses,  and  complaints  have  been  made  regarding  offensive 
odours  from  same.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
village  to  have  these  receptacles  abolished  and  to  institute 
an  ashbin  removal  system,  which  could  be  carried  out  at 
little  additional  cost.  At  Whitehills  the  refuse  is  removed 
every  alternate  day  by  a contractor  who  is  also  responsible 
for  the  cleaning  of  the  streets  and  the  emptying  of  street 
gully  traps.  Notwithstanding  this  convenient  method  of 
refuse  removal  in  the  village,  there  are  still  a number  of 
householders  who  dump  their  refuse  on  the  foreshore.  On 
the  instructions  of  the  late  special  district  committee  two 
warning  notice  boards  were  erected  at  each  end  of  the  fore- 
shore, which  to  some  extent  has  helped  to  improve  matters. 
These  offences  are  difficult  to  detect  as  the  dumping  is 
usually  carried  out  under  cover  of  the  darkness.  At  Port- 
gordon,  two  depots  are  provided  for  the  disposal  of  the 
refuse.  These  were  regularly  emptied  by  the  contractor. 
For  several  years  past  the  Keith  District  Committee  gave 
an  annual  grant  of  £12  10s  to  each  of  the  villages  of  Tom- 
intoul  and  Newmill  in  order  to  assist  in  maintaining  a 
certain  measure  of  cleansing,  particularly  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  months.  The  cleansing  of  these 
villages  has  been  far  from  satisfactory,  and  each  should  now 
be  formed  into  a special  cleansing  district,  and  a proper 
system  of  refuse  removal  instituted.  Inspections  were  made 
of  the  ashpits,  privies,  &e.,  in  all  the  populous  areas  within 
the  county  when  iS  intimations  were  served  on  tenants  re- 
garding foul  accumulations,  &c. 

Nuisances. — 14  complaints  were  received  from  various 
parts  of  the  county  during  the  year.  The  nature  of  the 
complaints  were — Defective  and  choked  drains,  nccumula- 
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tions  of  refuse,  defective  water  supplies,  dirty  houses,  want 
of  privy  accommodation,  and  defective  housing  conditions. 
Each  complaint  was  duly  investigated,  and  where  neces- 
sary steps  were  taken  to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  165  factories  and 
workshops  within  the  county,  comprising— Bakers,  12;  Net 
Barking,  2 ; Blacksmiths,  40 ; Boatbuilder,  1 ; Carpenters, 
30;  Coopers,  5;  Cycle  Repairers,  4;  Dressmaker,  1;  Fish- 
curers,  12;  Millwrights,  2;  Ropcmakcr,  1;  Sailmakers,  2; 
Shoemakers,  30;  Saddler,  1;  Tailors,  21;  Watchmaker,  1. 
10S  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  four  notices 
were  served  regarding  dirty  premises. 

Slaughter-Houses. — Renewal  of  licences  were  granted 
to  Mr  Wm.  Robertson,  March  Street,  Portgordon  ; Mr  Wm. 
Roger,  Marypark,  Inveravon ; Mr  Jas.  Dickson,  Tomintoul ; 
and  Mr  Wm.  Stephen,  Croftbaiu,  Glenlivet.  These  pre- 
mises were  regularly  inspected,  and  found  to  be  kept  in 
good  order.  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  Detention  Officer, 
made  52  inspections  during  the  year,  when  four  carcases 
were  detained  for  inspection  by  the  Meat  Inspector.  There 
are  also  10  fleshers’  shops  in  the  rural  district  of  the  county. 
These  premises  were  also  inspected,  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  Burgh  Sanitary  Inspectors  act  as  Detention  Officers 
in  the  various  Burghs,  and  the  number  of  visits  of  inspection 
and  detentions  are  shown  in  the  following  table — 


Carcases  or  part 
of  Carcases 
detained  for 
Number  of  Inspection  by 

Burgh.  Visits  of  Inspection.  Meat  Inspectors.. 

Aberchirder  330  2 

Aberlour  42  — 

Banff  190  S 

Buckie  3x3  25 

Cullen  104  3 

Dufftown  54  1 

Keith  60.5  31 

Macduff  158  10 

Portsoy  128  4 


There  are  no  slaughter-houses  in  the  Burghs  of  Findochty 
and  Portknockie.  A tabular  statement  of  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  condemned,  see  Report  by 
Veterinary  Inspector. 

Offensive  Trades. — Renewal  of  licences  were  granted 
to  Mr  Jas.  Christie,  Muirfield,  Fordyce,  for  a knackery  at 
Muirfield,  Fordyce,  and  Mr  Isaac  Sharpe,  Inglewood,  Keith, 
for  a knackery  at  Douglasbrae,  Keith.  These  premises  were 
regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  found  to- 
be  conductecl  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


Schools. — The  sanitary  conveniences  at  the  various 
schools  within  the  county  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
and  found  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  condition.  During  the 
year  the  following  improvements  were  carried  out — Mar- 
noch  P.  School,  Forglen  P.  School,  Ternemny  P.  School, 
and  Botriphnie  P.  School,  new  latrines;  Ternemny  P. 
School,  Alvali  P.  School,  W.C.  for  staff ; Edinvillie  P. 
School  and  Clenterty  P.  School,  new  water  supply ; Auch- 
indoun  P.  School,  new  water  cistern,  &c. 

Common  Lodging=Houses. — There  are  no  common 

lodging-houses  in  the  county. 

Burial  Grounds. — The  majority  of  the  burial  grounds 
within  the  county  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  good  order.  Two  interments  were 
carried  out  in  terms  of  Section  69  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1S97. 

Dairies. — On  1st  January  1930  thei'e  were  103  persons 
on  the  register  for  the  sale  of  milk  in  the  landward  district  of 
the  county.  During  the  year  2 persons  were  added  to  the 
register  and  3 persons  were  voluntarily  removed  from  the 
register.  The  total  number  of  registered  dairymen  in  the 
landward  district  at  31st  December  is  104.  Of  these  92  arc- 
retail  dairymen,  12  wholesale  dairymen,  and  2 persons  resid- 
ent outwith  the  county  are  registered  as  purveyors  of  milk 
within  the  county.  216  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  the  premises  of  these  registered  dairymen  during 
the  year,  and  as  the  result  of  these  inspections  50  notices  were 
served,  viz. — Dirtj7  cows,  S ; dirty  walls  and  ceilings  of  cow- 
sheds and  milk  stores,  22  ; dirty  areas,  passages,  accumula- 
tions of  refuse,  5 ; dirty  floors  of  cowsheds  and  milk  stores,  2 ; 
defective  roof  covering,  1 ; defective  lighting,  1 ; defective 
ventilation,  1 ; Milk  store  used  as  store  for  domestic  articles, 
2. 

The  average  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises  is 
1084.  The  dairy  bye-laws  were  revised  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil, but  these  have  not  yet  been  confirmed  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health.  Under  these  revised  bye-laws  several  milk 
stores  will  require  to  be  altered  so  that  there  shall  be  no  direct 
or  indirect  communication  between  the  milk  store  and  the 
dwelling-house,  otherwise  the  dairy  premises  comply  with 
the  bye-laws.  In  regard  to  the  milk  dairy  premises  a steady 
improvement  was  seen  regarding  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows, 
also  it  was  found  that  the  dairymen  are  now  complying  with 
the  new  dairy  bye-laws  in  respect  to  the  clean  method  of 
milking  and  handling  of  milk.  In  conjunction  with  the 
North  of  Scotland  College  of  Agriculture,  a demonstration  in 
the  clean  method  of  milking  and  handling  milk  was  given  by 
Miss  Dunn,  dairy  instructress,  at  Arradoul,  Rathven.  This 
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demonstration  was  very  instructive,  and  was  largely  attended 
by  the  local  dairymen  and  the  general  public. 

There  are  1211  persons  on  the  register  for  the  sale  of 
blitter  and  cheese.  During  the  year  27  persons  were  added 
to  the  register,  and  25  persons  were  voluntarily  removed 
from  the  register.  6S5  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  at  the  premises  of  the  registered  persons  dur- 
ing the  year.  An  improvement  was  seen  in  the  cleanliness  of 
the  premises  generally,  but  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows  still 
left  much  to  be  desired.  As  far  as  possible  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  visits  these  premises  during  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer months  when  the  largest  quantit}^  of  butter  is  sold  to  the 
public.  The  cows  during  this  period  are  in  the  open,  and 
are  only  in  the  cowsheds  during  the  time  of  milking,  conse- 
quently there  are  very  few  dirty  cows  seen,  but  during  the 
autumn  and  winter  months  their  condition  was  found  far 
from  satisfactory.  With  the  exception  of  a few,  these 
registered  persons  never  groom  their  cows  from  harvest  to 
spring;  during  this  period,  however,  many  have  no  butter  to 
sell.  Little  improvement  may  be  expected  in  regard  to  the 
cleanliness  of  cows  in  these  premises  until  a few  prosecutions 
are  instituted.  During  the  year  72  notices  were  served  re- 
garding dirty  cows,  75  notices  for  dirty  walls  and  ceilings 
of  cowsheds  and  milk  stores,  and  18  notices  regarding  milk 
stores  used  for  the  storing  of  domestic  utensils  and  food  ; 
also,  as  the  result  of  inspections  made  b}T  the  Veterinary  In- 
spector, 129  letters  were  sent  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Dairy  Premises  in  Burghs. — The  following  table  shows 
inspections,  etc.,  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
their  respective  Burghs — 
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2 

50 

Buckie  10 

12 

1 

I 

10 

Cullen  5 

17 

1 

I 

70 

Dufftown  12 

10 



— 

53 

Findoehty  2 

12 



— 

17 

Keith  12 

38 

7 

7 

75 

Macduff  17 

34 

— 

108 

Portknockie  7 

2T 

— 

— 

4 

Portsoy  8 

36 

2 

2 

43 

ALEX.  G.O. 

JOHNSTON,  . 

Sanitary  Ins  {rector. 

Banff,  April  193!. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT) 
REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1928. 


1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected,  - - 104 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection  were 

considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation,  30 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1925. 


3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of  closing 
orders  under  Section  8,  - - 4 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  inside  under  Section  8,-4 
5 Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  without  either  the  making  of 
closing  orders  or  the  service  of  notices  under 
Section  3 (1),  ....  - 7 

6.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  the  making 

of  closing  orders  were  put  into  a fit  state  for 
human  habitation,  - - - - 1 

7.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  under  Section  3 (L), 

8.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human 

habitation  under  Section  3 (1), 

9.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  deemed  to  have  become 
operative  under  Section  3 (1), 

10.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human 

habitation  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section 
3 (2), 

11.  Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given  under 

Section  20  (1)  as  to  insufficient  water-closet 
accommodation,  -----  3 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied  with 

by  owners,  - - - («) 

(b)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local 

Authority  after  failure  of  owners 
to  do  so,  - - - - (ft) 

(c)  Cases  still  pending,  (c)  1 

12.  Number  of  houses  of  ( a ) one  apartment,  - (a) 

and  (ft)  two  apartments  for  the  erection  of 
which  the  consent  of  the  Local  Authority  has  been 
given  in  terms  of  Section  111,  - - (ft) 
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HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &C., 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1919. 


13.  Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  under 
Section  10  (1)  to  provide  dwelling-houses  with 
water  supply,  - 

(«)  Cases  where  requirements  complied  with 
by  owners,  - (a) 

(b)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local 
Authority  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so.  (h) 

(c)  Cases  still  pending,  - - (c) 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930. 


11  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  under  Section  14  (1), 

15.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human 

habitation  following  on  notices  under  Section  14  (1), 

16.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  work 

has  been  done  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  15  (1),  ----- 

17.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  in 

terms  of  Section  17  a demolition  order  or  closing 
order  under  Section  16  (3)  has  been  substituted 
for  a notice  under  Section  14  (1), 

18.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  in  terms  of  Section  16  (1), 

19.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  referred  to  in  18  : — 

(a)  Which  have  been  rendered  fit  for  human 
habitation,  . - - («) 

(J>)  In  respect  of  which  undertaking  has  been 
given  that  the  house  will  not  be  used  for 
human  habitation  until  it  has  been  rendered 
so  fit,  - - - - (5) 

(c)  In  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  have 

been  made  under  Section  16  (3),  - (c) 

(d)  In  respect  of  which  closing  orders  have  been 

made  under  Section  16  (3)  and  (4),  (d) 

20.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  have,  in  terms  of  Section  16  (3), 
been  determined  by  the  Local  Authority,  following 
upr.n  the  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  for 
human  habitation,  - 

21.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  advances  have 

been  made  in  terms  of  Section  34  towards  cost  of 
repairs  and  amount  so  advanced, 
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COUNTY  OF  BANFF. 

REPORT  BY  THE  VETERINARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  1930. 


(a)  Review  of  the  Year’s  work,  noting  specially 

(1)  An\-  matters  of  outstanding  general  interest. 

It  is  proper  to  explain  that  although  this  report  is  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December  1930,  a whole-time  County 
Veterinary  Inspector  was  not  appointed  until  15th  August 
1930.  For  the  period  1st  January — 15th  August  this  annual 
report  depends  on  the  several  reports  of  the  six  part-time 
Veterinary  Inspectors  who  carried  out  the  work  during  that 
time. 

(2)  Any  particular  questions  of  interest  and  importance; 
see  other  sections. 

(3)  Any  administrative  difficulties  which  the  Inspector 
has  encountered. — None. 

(b)  A statement  of  the  extent  to  which  the  Veterinary 

Inspector  has  been  able  to  overtake. 

(1)  The  statutory  inspections  of  cattle  in  registered 
dairies  at  the  intervals  prescribed  in  the  regulations 
governing  his  duties. 

There  are  176  persons  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk  in 
the  County  including  Burghs.  This  consists  of  approxi- 
mately 1,682  cows. 

The  total  number  of  dairies  inspected  during  the  year 
was  197  with  2,564  cows  examined.  Of  this  number  139 
dairies  and  1,373  cows  were  examined  from  15th  August — 
31st  December. 

There  are  1,211  persons  registered  for  the  sale  of  butter 
and  (or)  cheese  consisting  of  approximately  3,018  cows. 
During  the  year  422  of  the  premises  were  inspected, 
1171  cows  being  examined.  Of  this  number  207  premises 
and  613  cows  were  examined  from  15th  August — 31st 
December. 

(2)  The  inspection  of  cattle  in  exempted  premises. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  registered  premises  and  the 

short  time  of  appointment  of  a whole-time  official,  Inspections 
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have  been  devoted  to  registered  premises  so  that  no  cattle  in 
exempted  premises  have  been  inspected. 

(c)  A statement  showing 

(1)  The  general  conditions  and  cleanliness  of  the  cattle 

in  the  district. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  the  cleanliness  of  the 
dairy  cattle  in  the  District  is  improving.  Dairy  farmer^ 
seemed  to  be  unwilling  to  have  the  udders  and  quarters  of 
their  cows  clipped  on  the  score  that  the  denuding  of  the 
parts  would  cause  chills,  mastitis,  etc.  On  being  assured 
that  this  is  incorrect,  and  now  when  they  see  the  benefits, 
e.g.  the  comparative  ease  with  which  clipped  animals  can  lie- 
kept  clean  thereby  removing  a common  cause  of  dirty  milk, 
they  are  gradually  getting  into  the  habit  of  clipping  the 
cows. 

Another  item  which  docs  not  facilitate  keeping  cows 
clean  is  the  fact  that  the  size  of  the  standings  is  the  same  no 
matter  what  type  of  cow  is  used.  The  result  is  that  the 
small  cow  is  very  prone  to  soil  itself. 

The  general  condition  of  the  cows  in  the  dairy  premises 
is  satisfactory. 

With  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  cows  in  premises  re- 
gistered for  the  sale  of  butter  and  (or)  cheese,  this  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  Although  numerous  warning  letters 
have  been  sent  and  oral  admonitions  given  the  producers 
seem  to  treat  the  subject  from  a humorous  point  of  view. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  revised  dairy  bye-laws  have 
not  yet  been  confirmed  by  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland,  no  enforcement  of  the  bye-laws  could  take  place. 
The  persons  registered  do  not  seem  to  realise  that  the  public 
are  entitled  to  get  their  butter  or  cheese  from  healthv  well- 
groomed  cows  milked  under  the  best  possible  conditions. 
129  cases  were  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  because  of 
the  foul  condition  of  the  cows,  who  sent  them  warning 
letters. 

(2)  The  nature  of  the  fodder  and  diet  as  affecting  the 

quality  of  the  milk. 

In  no  instance,  as  far  as  is  known,  has  the  quality  of  the 
milk  been  adversely  influenced  by  the  diet. 

The  advisability  of  installing  individual  water  bowls 
has  been  pointed  out  to  dairy  farmers  but  the  cost  of  such  an 
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installation  seems  to  be  the  main  drawback.  On  several 
farms,  however,  water  bowls  have  been  installed. 

(3)  The  number  of  diseased  cows  (specifying  the  diseases 

— excluding  tuberculosis) . 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  tabulate  the  number  of  dis- 
eased animals  (excluding  tuberculosis)  found  on  routine  ex- 
amination. The  additional  time  and  work  would  make  it  im- 
possible. Such  diseases  as  contagious  bovine  abortion,  mas- 
titis, retention  of  the  foetal  membranes  and  septic  conditions, 
X’C.,  have  all  been  dealt  with  on  their  merits.  Isolation  where 
possible  has  been  practised.  (This  is  not  always  possible 
owing  to  the  absence  of  proper  isolation  quarters.) 

(4)  The  manner  in  which  milk  from  diseased  cows  has 

been  disposed  of. 

The  usual  way  is  to  feed  it  to  the  live  stock  of  the  farm, 
especially  nigs,  although  calves  and  poultry  also  are  fed.  In 
every  case,  however,  the  owner  is  told  the  inadvisability  of 
feeding  such  milk  in  its  raw  state  to  live  stock.  In  many 
cases  the  farmer  has  boiled  the  milk  before  using  it  for  ani- 
mals, and  this  is  the  safer  system.  No  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  getting  the  owners  of  cows  supplying  ab- 
normal milk  to  discontinue  selling  the  milk  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

(d)  A statement  in  regard  to 

(1)  Tuberculosis  among  dairy  cows  in  the  district. 

The  percentage  of  cows  showing  evidence  of  tubercu- 
losis as  defined  under  the  Order  is  comparatively  small.  The 
dairyman  seems  keen  in  getting  rid  of  any  suspicious  animal 
in  his  herd  and  reports  such  cases  immediately. 

(2)  The  number  of  lows  found  tuberculous  on  clinical 
examination  of  herds. 

During  the  year  12  cows  in  dairies  were  found  to  be 
tubercular  and  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1925.  Two  of  these  were  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
of  the  udder. 

37  cows  were  removed  from  registered  butter  premises 
as  being  tuberculous. 

(3)  The  number  of  cows  found  tuberculous  after  tuber- 

culin te.:t. 
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Eight  of  the  cows  under  d (2)  were  subjected  to  the 
tuberculin  test. 

(4)  Total  number  of  cows  to  which  the  tuberculin  test 
was  applied  under  section  22. 

Nine  cows  were  subjected  to  the  tuberculin  test  under 
section  22,  eight  of  which  reacted  and  were  destroyed  under 
the  Order. 

(5)  An  account  of  the  steps  taken  to  secure  a tubercle 

free  milk  supply. 

Apart  from  the  routine  inspection  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  and  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1925,  owners  are  continually  being  told  the  benefits,  both  to 
them  and  the  public,  of  producing  a graded  milk,  especially 
Certified  and  Grade  A.  (T.T.).  The  usual  answer  is  that 
they  would  like  to  do  so  but  the  capital  expense  prohibits  it 
(if  they  own  the  farm)  or  that  the  landlords  will  not  assist 
them  (if  they  are  on  lease). 

For  account  of  the  samples  taken  for  tubercle  examina- 
tion, see  appropriate  section. 

(6)  A list  of  the  dairies  holding  grade  milk  licences  in 
respect  of  tubercle  free  herds. 

There  are  no  such  dairies  in  the  County. 

(7)  A note  of  the  number  of  other  dairies  known  to  have 

tubercle  free  herds. 

No  herd  in  this  County  is  definitely  known  to  be  tubercle 

free. 


(8)  A note  of  any  general  difficulties  which  are  found  by 
producers  to  militate  against  the  successful  market- 
ing of  Certified  and  Grade  A.  (Tuberculin  Tested) 
milk. 

Although  there  are  no  grade  herds  in  the  County,  the 
three  main  reasons  for  this  are  probably  : — 

(a)  The  capital  outlay; 

(b)  The  keen  competition  in  the  trade;  and 

(c)  Public  lethargy. 

(e)  A list  of  dairies  holding  licences  for  the  production  of 

Grade  A.  milk. — None. 

(f)  Notes  on  any  samples  taken  for  examination  in  terms  of 

Section  21  of  the  Act  of  1914. 
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Samples  arc  taken  from  all  over  the  County  and  sent  to 
the  City  Hospital,  Aberdeen,  for  bacterial  count,  B.coli  con- 
tent, tubercle  examination.  From  September-December  20 
such  samples  were  taken.  In  no  sample  could  tubercle  bacilli 
be  demonstrated  after  guinea-pig  inoculation.  The  following 
is  a table  of  the  result  of  the  bacterial  counts — 


Bacteria  per  c.c. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

Under 

30,000 

— 

— . 

— 

I 

I 

J > 

50,000 

— 

I 

— 

I 

2 

y 1 

100,000 

— ■ 

I 

O 

— 

4 

» y 

200,000 

— 

I 

2 

— 

3 

y y 

300,00c 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

y y 

400,000 

— 

I 

— 

— 

1 

y y 

500,000 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

y y 

/ 30  jOOO 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

Over  1 

,000,000 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Total 

/ 

4 

5 

4 

20 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  results  of  the  B.coli  con- 
tent examination — 


Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

Absent  in  1 e.c. 

— 

2 

I 

1 

7 

Absent  in  .1  c.c. 

I 

— 

3 

4 

Absent  in  .01  c.c. 

— 

2 



2 

Present  in  .01  c.c. 

6 

— 

I 

— 

7 

Total 

7 

4 

5 

4 

20 

The  above  two  tables  will  probably  be  more  readily 
understood  when  it  is  stated  that  the  standard  for  cleanliness 
for  “Certified”  milk — the  best  grade  of  milk  produced — is 
that  the  number  of  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre  of  milk 
should  not  be  more  than  30,000  and  that  there  should  be  no 
coliform  bacilli  found  in  one  tentli  of  a c.c.  of  the  milk.  The 
standard  for  “Grade  A”  milk  is — not  more  than  200,000 
bacteria  per  c.c.  and  no  coliform  bacilli  in  one  hundredth  of 
a c.c. 

(g)  A statement  of  the  extent  to  which  Sections  13  and  14 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  are  being 
complied  with. 

In  no  instance  has  a dairy  farmer  reported  a cow  suffer- 
ing from  any  disease  of  the  udder.  He  simply  destroys  the 
milk  or  feeds  it  to  the  stock,  and  then  thinks  he  has  done 
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sufficiently.  Seemingly,  he  does  not  realise  that  it  is 
necessary  under  Section  13  and  14  to  report  such  cases. 
Seven  cases  of  mastitis  were  found,  isolated,  and  the  milk 
withheld  from  human  consumption. 


Diseases  of  Animals  Act. 

Anthrax. — Although  numerous  cases  of  sudden  death 
were  reported  to  the  police  and  investigated  by  the  Veter- 
inary Inspectors,  only  three  cases  were  confirmed  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  as  being  anthrax. 

Swine  Fever.  No  outbreak. 

Parasitic  Mange.  No  outbreak. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease.  No  outbreak. 

Sheep  Scab.  No  outbreak. 


Table  showing  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  from 
1924-1930  : — 


Disease. 

1930 

1929 

192S 

1927 

1926 

1925 

1924 

Anthrax  

3 

7 

3 

5 

1 6 

10 

7 

Swine  Fever  

- 

Parasitic  Mange 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Foot-&-Mouth  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Sheep  Scab  

— 

3 

s 

3 

4 

4 

4 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

Eighty -six  animals  were  put  under  the  Order;  the  tuber- 
culin test  was  applied  in  nine  instances.  Seven  animals  died 
before  the  preliminary  inquirj'  could  take  place.  The  fol- 
lowing three  tables  show  the  incidence  of  the  three  groups  of 
tuberculosis  as  defined  under  the  order,  and  the  associated 
results  of  the  post  mortem  examinations  : — 


5 O) 
o'd 
s- 

Qh-v 

do 

§ 15 

0 
O m 

■c  S 

oc 

E 

Is 

c E 

’c 

Su. 

c 

E*  0 

t BW 

OK 

E- 

Cows  in  milk  

2 

21 

20 

43 

Other  cow  or  heifer  .. 

— 

5 

9 

14 

Other  bovine  animal 

— 

1.3 

9 

2 2 

Tot  a 1 

2 

39 

3S  1 

79 
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•= 
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O 

to 

£ 
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2W 

2$ 
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1 
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Advanced  . . . 

27 

8 

1 1 

46 

Not  Advanced 

16 

6 

1 1 

33 

Total  

43 

14 

22 

79 

to 

CO 

CD  • 

P P 

0 f* 

O O 

2 0 

p 2 

v .2 

•2*75  3 
ef  3^ 

2P 

0 tUQ*£  ~ 

s 

r-  O 

ooecc’ 

£ 

Advanced 

1 

2S 

17 

46 

Not  Advanced 

1 

T I 

21 

33 

Total 

2 

39 

CO 

79 

Animals  Reported  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 

1925=1930. 

1930 

1929  | 1928 

1927 

1926 

1925 

86  (2) 

102  (4)|  89  (4) 

76  (1) 

1 57  (11)  1 

17  (2) 

The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  number  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  of  the  udder. 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1914. 

From  15th  August  till  31st  December  1930,  333  visits 
were  paid  to  the  slaughter-houses  throughout  this  County. 
An  excellent  class  of  animal  is  killed.  The  booths  and 
precincts  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  Old  Town  Slaughter- 
houses, Keith,  which  have  such  structural  deficiencies  that 
it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  premises  in  a proper  sanitary 
state. 

In  some  instances  such  minor  things  as  dirty  knives 
and  sheep-killing  crutches  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
slaughterman. 

At  each  public  slaughter-house  the  local  Sanitary  In- 
spector acts  as  Detention  Officer  in  an  efficient  manner. 
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ROBERT  M.  DAVIDSON, 

Veterinary  Inspector. 


Banff,  April  1931 


